Geotextiles and Mats

EC-7

Description and Purpose

Mattings, or Rolled Erosion Control Products (RECPs), can be
made of natural or synthetic materials or a combination of the
two. RECPs are used to cover the soil surface to reduce erosion
from rainfall impact, hold soil in place, and absorb and hold
moisture near the soil surface. Additionally, RECPs may be
used to stabilize soils until vegetation is established or to
reinforce non-woody surface vegetation.

Suitable Applications

RECPs are typically applied on slopes where erosion hazard is
high and vegetation will be slow to establish. Mattings are also
used on stream banks, swales and other drainage channels
where moving water at velocities between 3 ft/s and 6 ft/s are
likely to cause scour and wash out new vegetation, and in areas
where the soil surface is disturbed and where existing
vegetation has been removed. RECPs may also be used when
seeding cannot occur (e.g., late season construction and/or the
arrival of an early rain season). RECPs should be considered
when the soils are fine grained and potentially erosive. RECPs
should be considered in the following situations.

m  Steep slopes, generally steeper than 3:1 (H:V)
m  Slopes where the erosion potential is high
m  Slopes and disturbed soils where mulch must be anchored

m Disturbed areas where plants are slow to develop

Categories

EC  Erosion Control |
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control
WE  Wind Erosion Control [x]

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
4] Primary Category
[x] Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

EC-3 Hydraulic Mulch
EC-4 Hydroseeding
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Channels with flows exceeding 3.3 ft/s
Channels to be vegetated
Stockpiles

Slopes adjacent to water bodies

Limitations

RECP installed costs are generally higher than other erosion control BMPs, limiting their use
to areas where other BMPs are ineffective (e.g. channels, steep slopes).

RECPs may delay seed germination, due to reduction in soil temperature.

RECPs are generally not suitable for excessively rocky sites or areas where the final
vegetation will be mowed (since staples and netting can catch in mowers). If a staple or pin
cannot be driven into the soil because the underlying soil is too hard or rocky, then an
alternative BMP should be selected.

If used for temporary erosion control, RECPs should be removed and disposed of prior to
application of permanent soil stabilization measures.

The use of plastic should be limited to covering stockpiles or very small graded areas for
short periods of time (such as through one imminent storm event) until more
environmentally friendly measures, such as seeding and mulching, may be installed.

- Plastic sheeting is easily vandalized, easily torn, photodegradable, and must be
disposed of at a landfill.

- Plastic sheeting results in 100% runoff, which may cause serious erosion
problems in the areas receiving the increased flow.

RECPs may have limitations based on soil type, slope gradient, or channel flow rate; consult
the manufacturer for proper selection.

Not suitable for areas that have foot traffic (tripping hazard) — e.g., pad areas around
buildings under construction.

RECPs that incorporate a plastic netting (e.g. straw blanket typically uses a plastic netting to
hold the straw in place) may not be suitable near known wildlife habitat. Wildlife can
become trapped in the plastic netting.

RECPs may have limitations in extremely windy climates. However, when RECPs are
properly trenched at the top and bottom and stapled in accordance with the manufacturer’s
recommendations, problems with wind can be minimized.
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Implementation
Material Selection

Natural RECPs have been found to be effective where re-vegetation will be provided by re-
seeding. The choice of material should be based on the size of area, side slopes, surface
conditions such as hardness, moisture, weed growth, and availability of materials.

m  Additional guidance on the comparison and selection of temporary slope stabilization
methods is provided in Appendix F of the Handbook.

m  The following natural and synthetic RECPs are commonly used:

Geotextiles

m  Material can be a woven or a non-woven polypropylene fabric with minimum thickness of

0.06 in., minimum width of 12 ft and should have minimum tensile strength of 150 lbs
(warp), 80 1bs (fill) in conformance with the requirements in ASTM Designation: D 4632.
The permittivity of the fabric should be approximately 0.07 sec™ in conformance with the
requirements in ASTM Designation: D4491. The fabric should have an ultraviolet (UV)
stability of 70 percent in conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation: D4355.
Geotextile blankets must be secured in place with wire staples or sandbags and by keying
into tops of slopes to prevent infiltration of surface waters under geotextile. Staples should
be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in.
crown.

Geotextiles may be reused if they are suitable for the use intended.

Plastic Covers

Generally plastic sheeting should only be used as stockpile covering or for very small graded
areas for short periods of time (such as through one imminent storm event). If plastic
sheeting must be used, choose a plastic that will withstand photo degradation.

Plastic sheeting should have a minimum thickness of 6 mils, and must be keyed in at the top
of slope (when used as a temporary slope protection) and firmly held in place with sandbags
or other weights placed no more than 10 ft apart. Seams are typically taped or weighted
down their entire length, and there should be at least a 12 in. to 24 in. overlap of all seams.
Edges should be embedded a minimum of 6 in. in soil (when used as a temporary slope
protection).

All sheeting must be inspected periodically after installation and after significant rainstorms
to check for erosion, undermining, and anchorage failure. Any failures must be repaired
immediately. If washout or breakages occur, the material should be re-installed after
repairing the damage to the slope.

Erosion Control Blankets/Mats

Biodegradable RECPs are typically composed of jute fibers, curled wood fibers, straw,
coconut fiber, or a combination of these materials. In order for an RECP to be considered
100% biodegradable, the netting, sewing or adhesive system that holds the biodegradable
mulch fibers together must also be biodegradable. See typical installation details at the end
of this fact sheet.
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- Jute is a natural fiber that is made into a yarn that is loosely woven into a biodegradable
mesh. The performance of jute as a stand-alone RECP is low. Most other RECPs
outperform jute as a temporary erosion control product and therefore jute is not
commonly used. It is designed to be used in conjunction with vegetation. The material
is supplied in rolled strips, which should be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

- Excelsior (curled wood fiber) blanket material should consist of machine produced
mats of curled wood excelsior with 80 percent of the fiber 6 in. or longer. The excelsior
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The wood fiber must be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. The top surface of the blanket should be covered with
a photodegradable extruded plastic mesh. The blanket should be smolder resistant
without the use of chemical additives and should be non-toxic and non-injurious to plant
and animal life. Excelsior blankets should be furnished in rolled strips, a minimum of 48
in. wide, and should have an average weight of 0.8 1b/yd2, +10 percent, at the time of
manufacture. Excelsior blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

- Straw blanket should be machine produced mats of straw with a lightweight
biodegradable netting top layer. The straw should be attached to the netting with
biodegradable thread or glue strips. The straw blanket should be of consistent thickness.
The straw should be evenly distributed over the entire area of the blanket. Straw blanket
should be furnished in rolled strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft long
and a minimum of 0.5 Ib/yd2. Straw blankets must be secured in place with wire staples.
Staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

- Wood fiber blanket is composed of biodegradable fiber mulch with extruded plastic
netting held together with adhesives. The material is designed to enhance re-vegetation.
The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be secured to the ground with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

- Coconut fiber blanket should be a machine produced mat of 100 percent coconut
fiber with biodegradable netting on the top and bottom. The coconut fiber should be
attached to the netting with biodegradable thread or glue strips. The coconut fiber
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The coconut fiber should be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. Coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips with a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft. long and a minimum of 0.5
Ib/yd2. Coconut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

- Coconut fiber mesh is a thin permeable membrane made from coconut or corn fiber
that is spun into a yarn and woven into a biodegradable mat. It is designed to be used in
conjunction with vegetation and typically has longevity of several years. The material is
supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.
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- Straw coconut fiber blanket should be machine produced mats of 70 percent straw
and 30 percent coconut fiber with a biodegradable netting top layer and a biodegradable
bottom net. The straw and coconut fiber should be attached to the netting with
biodegradable thread or glue strips. The straw coconut fiber blanket should be of
consistent thickness. The straw and coconut fiber should be evenly distributed over the
entire area of the blanket. Straw coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft long and a minimum of 0.5 lb/yd=.
Straw coconut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples should
be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in.
crown.

= Non-biodegradable RECPs are typically composed of polypropylene, polyethylene, nylon or
other synthetic fibers. In some cases, a combination of biodegradable and synthetic fibers is
used to construct the RECP. Netting used to hold these fibers together is typically non-
biodegradable as well.

- Plastic netting is a lightweight biaxially oriented netting designed for securing loose
mulches like straw or paper to soil surfaces to establish vegetation. The netting is
photodegradable. The netting is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

- Plastic mesh is an open weave geotextile that is composed of an extruded synthetic
fiber woven into a mesh with an opening size of less than Y4 in. It is used with re-
vegetation or may be used to secure loose fiber such as straw to the ground. The material
is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

- Synthetic fiber with netting is a mat that is composed of durable synthetic fibers
treated to resist chemicals and ultraviolet light. The mat is a dense, three dimensional
mesh of synthetic (typically polyolefin) fibers stitched between two polypropylene nets.
The mats are designed to be re-vegetated and provide a permanent composite system of
soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be
secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’
recommendations.

- Bonded synthetic fibers consist of a three dimensional geomatrix nylon (or other
synthetic) matting. Typically it has more than 9o percent open area, which facilitates
root growth. It’s tough root reinforcing system anchors vegetation and protects against
hydraulic lift and shear forces created by high volume discharges. It can be installed
over prepared soil, followed by seeding into the mat. Once vegetated, it becomes an
invisible composite system of soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in
rolled strips that must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers’ recommendations.

- Combination synthetic and biodegradable RECPs consist of biodegradable fibers,
such as wood fiber or coconut fiber, with a heavy polypropylene net stitched to the top
and a high strength continuous filament geomatrix or net stitched to the bottom. The
material is designed to enhance re-vegetation. The material is furnished in rolled strips,
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which must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers’ recommendations.

Site Preparation

m  Proper soil preparation is essential to ensure complete contact of the RECP with the soil. Soil
Roughening is not recommended in areas where RECPs will be installed.

m  Grade and shape the area of installation.

m  Remove all rocks, clods, vegetation or other obstructions so that the installed blankets or
mats will have complete, direct contact with the soil.

m  Prepare seedbed by loosening 2 to 3 in. of topsoil.

Seeding/Planting

Seed the area before blanket installation for erosion control and re-vegetation. Seeding after
mat installation is often specified for turf reinforcement application. When seeding prior to
blanket installation, all areas disturbed during blanket installation must be re-seeded. Where
soil filling is specified for turf reinforcement mats (TRMs), seed the matting and the entire
disturbed area after installation and prior to filling the mat with soil.

Fertilize and seed in accordance with seeding specifications or other types of landscaping plans.
The protective matting can be laid over areas where grass has been planted and the seedlings
have emerged. Where vines or other ground covers are to be planted, lay the protective matting
first and then plant through matting according to design of planting.

Check Slots
Check slots shall be installed as required by the manufacturer.

Laying and Securing Matting

m  Before laying the matting, all check slots should be installed and the seedbed should be
friable, made free from clods, rocks, and roots. The surface should be compacted and
finished according to the requirements of the manufacturer’s recommendations.

m  Mechanical or manual lay down equipment should be capable of handling full rolls of fabric
and laying the fabric smoothly without wrinkles or folds. The equipment should meet the
fabric manufacturer’s recommendations or equivalent standards.

Anchoring

m  U-shaped wire staples, metal geotextile stake pins, or triangular wooden stakes can be used
to anchor mats and blankets to the ground surface.

m  Wire staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

m  Metal stake pins should be 0.188 in. diameter steel with a 1.5 in. steel washer at the head of
the pin, and 8 in. in length.

m  Wire staples and metal stakes should be driven flush to the soil surface.
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Installation on Slopes

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m  Begin at the top of the slope and anchor the blanket in a 6 in. deep by 6 in. wide trench.
Backfill trench and tamp earth firmly.

= Unroll blanket down slope in the direction of water flow.

m  Overlap the edges of adjacent parallel rolls 2 to 3 in. and staple every 3 ft (or greater, per
manufacturer’s specifications).

m  When blankets must be spliced, place blankets end over end (shingle style) with 6 in.
overlap. Staple through overlapped area, approximately 12 in. apart.

= Lay blankets loosely and maintain direct contact with the soil. Do not stretch.

m  Staple blankets sufficiently to anchor blanket and maintain contact with the soil. Staples
should be placed down the center and staggered with the staples placed along the edges.
Steep slopes, 1:1 (H:V) to 2:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 2 staples/yd2. Moderate slopes,
2:1 (H:V) to 3:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 1 V2 staples/yd2. Check manufacturer’s
specifications to determine if a higher density staple pattern is required.

Installation in Channels

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m Dig initial anchor trench 12 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at the lower end of the
project area.

m Excavate intermittent check slots, 6 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at 25 to 30 ft
intervals along the channels.

m  Cut longitudinal channel anchor trenches 4 in. deep and 4 in. wide along each side of the
installation to bury edges of matting, whenever possible extend matting 2 to 3 in. above the
crest of the channel side slopes.

m  Beginning at the downstream end and in the center of the channel, place the initial end of
the first roll in the anchor trench and secure with fastening devices at 12 in. intervals. Note:
matting will initially be upside down in anchor trench.

m In the same manner, position adjacent rolls in anchor trench, overlapping the preceding roll
a minimum of 3 in.

m  Secure these initial ends of mats with anchors at 12 in. intervals, backfill and compact soil.

m  Unroll center strip of matting upstream. Stop at next check slot or terminal anchor trench.
Unroll adjacent mats upstream in similar fashion, maintaining a 3 in. overlap.
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m  Fold and secure all rolls of matting snugly into all transverse check slots. Lay mat in the
bottom of the slot then fold back against itself. Anchor through both layers of mat at 12 in.
intervals, then backfill and compact soil. Continue rolling all mat widths upstream to the
next check slot or terminal anchor trench.

m  Alternate method for non-critical installations: Place two rows of anchors on 6 in. centers at
25 to 30 ft. intervals in lieu of excavated check slots.

m  Staple shingled lap spliced ends a minimum of 12 in. apart on 12 in. intervals.

m  Place edges of outside mats in previously excavated longitudinal slots; anchor using
prescribed staple pattern, backfill, and compact soil.

m  Anchor, fill, and compact upstream end of mat in a 12 in. by 6 in. terminal trench.
m  Secure mat to ground surface using U-shaped wire staples, geotextile pins, or wooden stakes.
m  Seed and fill turf reinforcement matting with soil, if specified.

Sotil Filling (if specified for turfreinforcement mat (TRM))
Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations. Typical
installation guidelines are as follows:

m  After seeding, spread and lightly rake /2-3/4 inches of fine topsoil into the TRM apertures to
completely fill TRM thickness. Use backside of rake or other flat implement.

= Alternatively, if allowed by product specifications, spread topsoil using lightweight loader,
backhoe, or other power equipment. Avoid sharp turns with equipment.

m  Always consult the manufacturer's recommendations for installation.
m Do not drive tracked or heavy equipment over mat.

m  Avoid any traffic over matting if loose or wet soil conditions exist.

m  Use shovels, rakes, or brooms for fine grading and touch up.

= Smooth out soil filling just exposing top netting of mat.

Temporary Soil Stabilization Removal

m  Temporary soil stabilization removed from the site of the work must be disposed of if
necessary.

Costs

Installed costs can be relatively high compared to other BMPs. Approximate costs for installed
materials are shown below:
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Rolled Erosion Control Products

Installed Cost per

Acre (2000)?

Estimated Cost
per Acre (2009)2

Jute Mesh $6,000-$7,000 $6,600-$7,700
Curled Wood Fiber $8,000-$10,500 $8,800-$11,050
Straw $8,000-$10,500 $8,800-$11,050
Biodegradable Wood Fiber $8,000-$10,500 $8,800-$11,050
Coconut Fiber $13,000-$14,000 $14,300-$15,400
Coconut Fiber Mesh $30,000-$33,000 $33,000-$36,300

Straw Coconut Fiber

$10,000-$12,000

$11,000-$13,200

Plastic Netting $2,000-$2,200 $2,200-$2,220

Plastic Mesh $3,000-$3,500 $3,300-$3,850
Non-Biodegradable | Synthetic Fiber with Netting $34,000-$40,000 $37,400-$44,000

Bonded Synthetic Fibers $45,000-$55,000 $49,500-$60,500

Combination with Biodegradable

$30,000-$36,000

$33,000-$39,600

1. Source: Erosion Control Pilot Study Report, Caltrans, June 2000.

2. 2009 costs reflect a 10% escalation over year 2000 costs. Escalation based on informal survey of industry trends. Note:
Expected cost increase is offset by competitive economic conditions.

Inspection and Maintenance

m  RECPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the
associated project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be
inspected weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and
after the conclusion of rain events.

m  Areas where erosion is evident shall be repaired and BMPs reapplied as soon as possible.
Care should be exercised to minimize the damage to protected areas while making repairs, as
any area damaged will require reapplication of BMPs.

m If washout or breakage occurs, re-install the material after repairing the damage to the slope
or channel.

m  Make sure matting is uniformly in contact with the soil.
m  Check that all the lap joints are secure.
m  Check that staples are flush with the ground.

References
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Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales

EC-9

Categories

EC  Erosion Control M
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
%] Primary Objective
Secondary Objective

Description and Purpose

An earth dike is a temporary berm or ridge of compacted soil
used to divert runoff or channel water to a desired location. A
drainage swale is a shaped and sloped depression in the soil
surface used to convey runoff to a desired location. Earth dikes
and drainage swales are used to divert off site runoff around the
construction site, divert runoff from stabilized areas and
disturbed areas, and direct runoff into sediment basins or traps.

Suitable Applications

Earth dikes and drainage swales are suitable for use,
individually or together, where runoff needs to be diverted from
one area and conveyed to another.

m  Earth dikes and drainage swales may be used:
- To convey surface runoff down sloping land

- To intercept and divert runoff to avoid sheet flow over
sloped surfaces

- To divert and direct runoff towards a stabilized
watercourse, drainage pipe or channel

- To intercept runoff from paved surfaces
- Below steep grades where runoff begins to concentrate

- Along roadways and facility improvements subject to
flood drainage

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

None
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- At the top of slopes to divert runon from adjacent or undisturbed slopes
- At bottom and mid slope locations to intercept sheet flow and convey concentrated flows
- Divert sediment laden runoff into sediment basins or traps

Limitations

Dikes should not be used for drainage areas greater than 10 acres or along slopes greater than 10
percent. For larger areas more permanent drainage structures should be built. All drainage
structures should be built in compliance with local municipal requirements.

m  FEarth dikes may create more disturbed area on site and become barriers to construction
equipment.

m  Earth dikes must be stabilized immediately, which adds cost and maintenance concerns.
m  Diverted stormwater may cause downstream flood damage.

m  Dikes should not be constructed of soils that may be easily eroded.

m  Regrading the site to remove the dike may add additional cost.

m  Temporary drains and swales or any other diversion of runoff should not adversely impact
upstream or downstream properties.

m  Temporary drains and swales must conform to local floodplain management requirements.
m  Earth dikes/drainage swales are not suitable as sediment trapping devices.

m It may be necessary to use other soil stabilization and sediment controls such as check dams,
plastics, and blankets, to prevent scour and erosion in newly graded dikes, swales, and
ditches.

m  Sediment accumulation, scour depressions, and/or persistent non-stormwater discharges
can result in areas of standing water suitable for mosquito production in drainage swales.

Implementation

The temporary earth dike is a berm or ridge of compacted soil, located in such a manner as to
divert stormwater to a sediment trapping device or a stabilized outlet, thereby reducing the
potential for erosion and offsite sedimentation. Earth dikes can also be used to divert runoff
from off site and from undisturbed areas away from disturbed areas and to divert sheet flows
away from unprotected slopes.

An earth dike does not itself control erosion or remove sediment from runoff. A dike prevents
erosion by directing runoff to an erosion control device such as a sediment trap or directing
runoff away from an erodible area. Temporary diversion dikes should not adversely impact
adjacent properties and must conform to local floodplain management regulations, and should
not be used in areas with slopes steeper than 10%.

Slopes that are formed during cut and fill operations should be protected from erosion by runoff.
A combination of a temporary drainage swale and an earth dike at the top of a slope can divert
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runoff to a location where it can be brought to the bottom of the slope (see EC-11, Slope Drains).
A combination dike and swale is easily constructed by a single pass of a bulldozer or grader and
compacted by a second pass of the tracks or wheels over the ridge. Diversion structures should
be installed when the site is initially graded and remain in place until post construction BMPs
are installed and the slopes are stabilized.

Diversion practices concentrate surface runoff, increasing its velocity and erosive force. Thus,
the flow out of the drain or swale must be directed onto a stabilized area or into a grade
stabilization structure. If significant erosion will occur, a swale should be stabilized using
vegetation, chemical treatment, rock rip-rap, matting, or other physical means of stabilization.
Any drain or swale that conveys sediment laden runoff must be diverted into a sediment basin
or trap before it is discharged from the site.

General

m  Care must be applied to correctly size and locate earth dikes, drainage swales. Excessively
steep, unlined dikes, and swales are subject to erosion and gully formation.

m  Conveyances should be stabilized.
m  Use a lined ditch for high flow velocities.

m  Select flow velocity based on careful evaluation of the risks due to erosion of the measure,
soil types, overtopping, flow backups, washout, and drainage flow patterns for each project
site.

m  Compact any fills to prevent unequal settlement.

= Do not divert runoff onto other property without securing written authorization from the
property owner.

m  When possible, install and utilize permanent dikes, swales, and ditches early in the
construction process.

m  Provide stabilized outlets.

Earth Dikes

Temporary earth dikes are a practical, inexpensive BMP used to divert stormwater runoff.
Temporary diversion dikes should be installed in the following manner:

m  All dikes should be compacted by earth moving equipment.
= All dikes should have positive drainage to an outlet.

m  All dikes should have 2:1 or flatter side slopes, 18 in. minimum height, and a minimum top
width of 24 in. Wide top widths and flat slopes are usually needed at crossings for
construction traffic.

m  The outlet from the earth dike must function with a minimum of erosion. Runoff should be
conveyed to a sediment trapping device such as a Sediment Trap (SE-3) or Sediment Basin
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Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales EC-9

(SE-2) when either the dike channel or the drainage area above the dike are not adequately
stabilized.

Temporary stabilization may be achieved using seed and mulching for slopes less than 5%
and either rip-rap or sod for slopes in excess of 5%. In either case, stabilization of the earth
dike should be completed immediately after construction or prior to the first rain.

m Ifriprap is used to stabilize the channel formed along the toe of the dike, the following
typical specifications apply:
Channel Grade Riprap Stabilization
0.5-1.0% 4 in. Rock
1.1-2.0% 6 in. Rock
2.1-4.0% 8 in. Rock
4.1-5.0% 8 in. -12 in. Riprap
m The stone riprap, recycled concrete, etc. used for stabilization should be pressed into the soil
with construction equipment.
=  Filter cloth may be used to cover dikes in use for long periods.
m  Construction activity on the earth dike should be kept to a minimum.
Drainage Swales

Drainage swales are only effective if they are properly installed. Swales are more effective than
dikes because they tend to be more stable. The combination of a swale with a dike on the
downbhill side is the most cost effective diversion.

Standard engineering design criteria for small open channel and closed conveyance systems
should be used (see the local drainage design manual). Unless local drainage design criteria
state otherwise, drainage swales should be designed as follows:

No more than 5 acres may drain to a temporary drainage swale.
Place drainage swales above or below, not on, a cut or fill slope.
Swale bottom width should be at least 2 ft

Depth of the swale should be at least 18 in.

Side slopes should be 2:1 or flatter.

Drainage or swales should be laid at a grade of at least 1 percent, but not more than 15
percent.

The swale must not be overtopped by the peak discharge from a 10-year storm, irrespective
of the design criteria stated above.
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Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales EC-9

= Remove all trees, stumps, obstructions, and other objectionable material from the swale
when it is built.

m  Compact any fill material along the path of the swale.

m  Stabilize all swales immediately. Seed and mulch swales at a slope of less than 5 percent,
and use rip-rap or sod for swales with a slope between 5 and 15 percent. For temporary
swales, geotextiles and mats (EC-7) may provide immediate stabilization.

m Irrigation may be required to establish sufficient vegetation to prevent erosion.

= Do not operate construction vehicles across a swale unless a stabilized crossing is provided.

m  Permanent drainage facilities must be designed by a professional engineer (see the local
drainage design criteria for proper design).

m At a minimum, the drainage swale should conform to predevelopment drainage patterns and
capacities.

m  Construct the drainage swale with a positive grade to a stabilized outlet.

m  Provide erosion protection or energy dissipation measures if the flow out of the drainage
swale can reach an erosive velocity.

Costs

m  Cost ranges from $15 to $55 per ft for both earthwork and stabilization and depends on
availability of material, site location, and access.

= Small dikes: $2.50 - $6.50/linear ft; Large dikes: $2.50/yds.

m  The cost of a drainage swale increases with drainage area and slope. Typical swales for

controlling internal erosion are inexpensive, as they are quickly formed during routine
earthwork.

Inspection and Maintenance

Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges
occur.

Inspect ditches and berms for washouts. Replace lost riprap, damaged linings or soil
stabilizers as needed.

Inspect channel linings, embankments, and beds of ditches and berms for erosion and
accumulation of debris and sediment. Remove debris and sediment and repair linings and
embankments as needed.

Temporary conveyances should be completely removed as soon as the surrounding drainage
area has been stabilized or at the completion of construction

November 2009 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 5o0f 7

Construction
WWWw.casqga.org



Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales EC-9

References
Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook, S.J. Goldman, K. Jackson, T.A. Bursetynsky, P.E.,
McGraw Hill Book Company, 1986.

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.

Metzger, M.E. 2004. Managing mosquitoes in stormwater treatment devices. University of
California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Publication 8125. On-line: http://
anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/pdf/8125.pdf

National Association of Home Builders (NAHB). Stormwater Runoff & Nonpoint Source
Pollution Control Guide for Builders and Developers. National Association of Home Builders,
Washington, D.C., 1995

National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas,
United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2002.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC). Costs of Urban Nonpoint
Source Water Pollution Control Measures. Technical Report No. 31. Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission, Waukesha, WI. 1991

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.

Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Region, Volume II, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.

November 2009 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 6 of 7

Construction
WWWw.casqga.org



Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales EC-9

— Stabilizing cover,

hen needed.

— Natural ground line

TYPICAL DRAINAGE SWALE
NOT TO SCALE

1. Stabilize inlet, outlets and slopes.

— Stabilizing co
' when needec

ompacted fill — Strip —

TlOW
= \—m&'ﬁmmmq =E

— \ /
=i \

=1 ~ Natural ground line ~

TYPICAL EARTH DIKE
NOT TO SCALE

November 2009 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 7 of 7

Construction
Www.casqga.org



Velocity Dissipation Devices EC-10

Categories

EC  Erosion Control ]
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
%] Primary Objective
3] Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Description and Purpose Sediment ™
Outlet protection is a physical device composed of rock, grouted Nutrients
riprap, or concrete rubble, which is placed at the outlet of a pipe Trash
or channel to prevent scour of the soil caused by concentrated,

. . Metals
high velocity flows. .

Bacteria

Suitable Applications Oil and Grease
Whenever discharge velocities and energies at the outlets of Organics

culverts, conduits, or channels are sufficient to erode the next

downstream reach. This includes temporary diversion Potential Alternatives

structures to divert runon during construction.
None
m  These devices may be used at the following locations:

- Outlets of pipes, drains, culverts, slope drains, diversion
ditches, swales, conduits, or channels.

- Outlets located at the bottom of mild to steep slopes.
- Discharge outlets that carry continuous flows of water.

- Outlets subject to short, intense flows of water, such as
flash floods.

- Points where lined conveyances discharge to unlined

conveyances

Limitations

m Large storms or high flows can wash away the rock outlet
protection and leave the area susceptible to erosion.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER

QUALITY ASSOCTIATION
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Velocity Dissipation Devices EC-10

m  Sediment captured by the rock outlet protection may be difficult to remove without
removing the rock.

= Qutlet protection may negatively impact the channel habitat.
m  Grouted riprap may break up in areas of freeze and thaw.

m If there is not adequate drainage, and water builds up behind grouted riprap, it may cause
the grouted riprap to break up due to the resulting hydrostatic pressure.

m  Sediment accumulation, scour depressions, and/or persistent non-stormwater discharges
can result in areas of standing water suitable for mosquito production in velocity dissipation
devices.

Implementation
General

Outlet protection is needed where discharge velocities and energies at the outlets of culverts,
conduits or channels are sufficient to erode the immediate downstream reach. This practice
protects the outlet from developing small eroded pools (plange pools), and protects against gully
erosion resulting from scouring at a culvert mouth.

Design and Layout

As with most channel design projects, depth of flow, roughness, gradient, side slopes, discharge
rate, and velocity should be considered in the outlet design. Compliance to local and state
regulations should also be considered while working in environmentally sensitive streambeds.
General recommendations for rock size and length of outlet protection mat are shown in the
rock outlet protection figure in this BMP and should be considered minimums. The apron
length and rock size gradation are determined using a combination of the discharge pipe
diameter and estimate discharge rate: Select the longest apron length and largest rock size
suggested by the pipe size and discharge rate. Where flows are conveyed in open channels such
as ditches and swales, use the estimated discharge rate for selecting the apron length and rock
size. Flows should be same as the culvert or channel design flow but never the less than the
peak 5 year flow for temporary structures planned for one rainy season, or the 10 year peak flow
for temporary structures planned for two or three rainy seasons.

m  There are many types of energy dissipaters, with rock being the one that is represented in
the attached figure.

m  Best results are obtained when sound, durable, and angular rock is used.

m Install riprap, grouted riprap, or concrete apron at selected outlet. Riprap aprons are best
suited for temporary use during construction. Grouted or wired tied rock riprap can
minimize maintenance requirements.

m  Rock outlet protection is usually less expensive and easier to install than concrete aprons or
energy dissipaters. It also serves to trap sediment and reduce flow velocities.

m  Carefully place riprap to avoid damaging the filter fabric.
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Velocity Dissipation Devices EC-10

- Stone 4 in. to 6 in. may be carefully dumped onto filter fabric from a height not to exceed
12 in.

- Stone 8 in. to 12 in. must be hand placed onto filter fabric, or the filter fabric may be
covered with 4 in. of gravel and the 8 in. to 12 in. rock may be dumped from a height not
to exceed 16 in.

- Stone greater than 12 in. shall only be dumped onto filter fabric protected with a layer of
gravel with a thickness equal to one half the D5, rock size, and the dump height limited
to twice the depth of the gravel protection layer thickness.

m  For proper operation of apron: Align apron with receiving stream and keep straight
throughout its length. If a curve is needed to fit site conditions, place it in upper section of
apron.

= QOutlets on slopes steeper than 10 percent should have additional protection.

Costs

Costs are low if material is readily available. If material is imported, costs will be higher.
Average installed cost is $150 per device.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project
type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior
to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain
events.

m  Inspect BMPs subjected to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater
discharges occur. Minimize areas of standing water by removing sediment blockages and
filling scour depressions.

m Inspect apron for displacement of the riprap and damage to the underlying fabric. Repair
fabric and replace riprap that has washed away. If riprap continues to wash away, consider
using larger material.

m Inspect for scour beneath the riprap and around the outlet. Repair damage to slopes or
underlying filter fabric immediately.

m  Temporary devices should be completely removed as soon as the surrounding drainage area
has been stabilized or at the completion of construction.
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Slope Drains

EC-11

g2

Categories

EC  Erosion Control ]
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM \aterials Pollution Control

Legend:
%] Primary Objective
3] Secondary Objective

Description and Purpose

A slope drain is a pipe used to intercept and direct surface
runoff or groundwater into a stabilized watercourse, trapping
device, or stabilized area. Slope drains are used with earth
dikes and drainage ditches to intercept and direct surface flow
away from slope areas to protect cut or fill slopes.

Suitable Applications

m  Where concentrated flow of surface runoff must be
conveyed down a slope in order to prevent erosion.

m Drainage for top of slope diversion dikes or swales.

m  Drainage for top of cut and fill slopes where water can
accumulate.

m  Emergency spillway for a sediment basin.

Limitations

Installation is critical for effective use of the pipe slope drain to
minimize potential gully erosion.

m  Maximum drainage area per slope drain is 10 acres. (For
large areas use a paved chute, rock lined channel, or
additional pipes.)

m  Severe erosion may result when slope drains fail by
overtopping, piping, or pipe separation.

- During large storms, pipe slope drains may become
clogged or over charged, forcing water around the pipe

Targeted Constituents

Sediment M
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Qil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

EC-9 Earth Dike, Drainage Swales

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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Slope Drains EC-11

and causing extreme slope erosion.

- If the sectional downdrain is not sized correctly, the runoff can spill over the drain sides
causing gully erosion and potential failure of the structure.

m Dissipation of high flow velocities at the pipe outlet is required to avoid downstream erosion.

m  Sediment accumulation, scour depressions, and/or persistent non-stormwater discharges
can result in areas of standing water suitable for mosquito production in energy dissipaters
associated with slope drain outlets.

Implementation

General

The slope drain is applicable for any construction site where concentrated surface runoff can
accumulate and must be conveyed down the slope in order to prevent erosion. The slope drain
is effective because it prevents the stormwater from flowing directly down the slope by confining
all the runoff into an enclosed pipe or channel. Due to the time lag between grading slopes and
installation of permanent stormwater collection systems and slope stabilization measures,
temporary provisions to intercept runoff are sometimes necessary. Particularly in steep terrain,
slope drains can protect unstabilized areas from erosion.

Installation

The slope drain may be a rigid pipe, such as corrugated metal, a flexible conduit, or a lined
terrace drain with the inlet placed on the top of a slope and the outlet at the bottom of the slope.
This BMP typically is used in combination with a diversion control, such as an earth dike or
drainage swale at the top of the slope.

The following criteria must be considered when siting slope drains.

m  Permanent structures included in the project plans can often serve as construction BMPs if
implemented early. However, the permanent structure must meet or exceed the criteria for
the temporary structure.

m Inlet structures must be securely entrenched and compacted to avoid severe gully erosion.

m  Slope drains must be securely anchored to the slope and must be adequately sized to carry
the capacity of the design storm and associated forces.

m  QOutlets must be stabilized with riprap, concrete or other type of energy dissipator, or
directed into a stable sediment trap or basin. See EC-10, Velocity Dissipation Devices.

m  Debris racks are recommended at the inlet. Debris racks located several feet upstream of the
inlet can usually be larger than racks at the inlet, and thus provide enhanced debris
protection and less plugging.

m  Safety racks are also recommended at the inlet and outlet of pipes where children or animals
could become entrapped.

m  Secure inlet and surround with dikes to prevent gully erosion and anchor pipe to slope.
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Slope Drains EC-11

m  When using slope drains, limit drainage area to 10 acres per pipe. For larger areas, use a
rock lined channel or a series of pipes.

m  Size to convey at least the peak flow of a 10-year storm. The design storm is conservative
due to the potential impact of system failures.

m  Maximum slope generally limited to 2:1 (H:V) as energy dissipation below steeper slopes is
difficult.

m Direct surface runoff to slope drains with interceptor dikes. See BMP EC-9, Earth Dikes and
Drainage Swales. Top of interceptor dikes should be 12 in. higher than the top of the slope
drain.

m  Slope drains can be placed on or buried underneath the slope surface.

m  Recommended materials include both metal and plastic pipe, either corrugated or smooth
wall. Concrete pipe can also be used.

m  When installing slope drains:
- Install slope drains perpendicular to slope contours.
- Compact soil around and under entrance, outlet, and along length of pipe.
- Securely anchor and stabilize pipe and appurtenances into soil.
- Check to ensure that pipe connections are watertight.

- Protect area around inlet with filter cloth. Protect outlet with riprap or other energy
dissipation device. For high energy discharges, reinforce riprap with concrete or use
reinforced concrete device.

- Protect outlet of slope drains using a flared end section when outlet discharges to a
flexible energy dissipation device.

- Aflared end section installed at the inlet will improve flow into the slope drain and
prevent erosion at the pipe entrance. Use a flared end section with a 6 in. minimum toe
plate to help prevent undercutting. The flared section should slope towards the pipe
inlet.

Design and Layout

The capacity for temporary drains should be sufficient to convey at least the peak runoff from a
10-year rainfall event. The pipe size may be computed using the Rational Method or a method
established by the local municipality. Higher flows must be safely stored or routed to prevent
any offsite concentration of flow and any erosion of the slope. The design storm is purposely
conservative due to the potential impacts associated with system failures.

As a guide, temporary pipe slope drains should not be sized smaller than shown in the following
table:
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Minimum Pipe Diameter Maximum Drainage Area
(Inches) (Acres)
12 1.0
18 3.0
21 5.0
24 7.0
30 10.0

Larger drainage areas can be treated if the area can be subdivided into areas of 10 acres or less
and each area is treated as a separate drainage. Drainage areas exceeding 10 acres must be
designed by a Registered Civil Engineer and approved by the agency that issued the grading
permit.

Materials:

Soil type, rainfall patterns, construction schedule, local requirements, and available supply are
some of the factors to be considered when selecting materials. The following types of slope
drains are commonly used:

m  Rigid Pipe: This type of slope drain is also known as a pipe drop. The pipe usually consists
of corrugated metal pipe or rigid plastic pipe. The pipe is placed on undisturbed or
compacted soil and secured onto the slope surface or buried in a trench. Concrete thrust
blocks must be used when warranted by the calculated thrust forces. Collars should be
properly installed and secured with metal strappings or watertight collars.

m  Flexible Pipe: The flexible pipe slope drain consists of a flexible tube of heavy duty plastic,
rubber, or composite material. The tube material is securely anchored onto the slope
surface. The tube should be securely fastened to the metal inlet and outlet conduit sections
with metal strappings or watertight collars.

m  Section Downdrains: The section downdrain consists of pre-fabricated, section conduit
of half round or third round material. The sectional downdrain performs similar to a flume
or chute. The pipe must be placed on undisturbed or compacted soil and secured into the
slope.

m  Concrete-lined Terrace Drain: This is a concrete channel for draining water from a
terrace on a slope to the next level. These drains are typically specified as permanent
structures and if installed early, can serve as slope drains during construction, which should
be designed according to local drainage design criteria.

Costs
m  Cost varies based on pipe selection and selected outlet protection.
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Corrugated Steel Pipes, Per Foot
Size Supplied and Installed Cost (No Trenching Included)
7 $19.60 per LF
7 $22.00
18” $26.00
24” $32.00
307 $50.00
PVC Pipes, Per Foot
Size Supplied and Installed Cost (No Trenching Included)
7 $24.50
? $49.00
16” $51.00
18” $54.00
20” $66.00
24" $93.00
30”7 $130.00

Inspection and Maintenance

Inspect BMPs in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project
type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior
to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain
events.

Inspect BMPs subjected to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater
discharges occur. Minimize areas of standing water by removing sediment blockages and
filling scour depressions.

Inspect outlet for erosion and downstream scour. If eroded, repair damage and install
additional energy dissipation measures. If downstream scour is occurring, it may be
necessary to reduce flows being discharged into the channel unless other preventative
measures are implemented.

Insert inlet for clogging or undercutting. Remove debris from inlet to maintain flows.
Repair undercutting at inlet and if needed, install flared section or rip rap around the inlet to
prevent further undercutting.

Inspect pipes for leakage. Repair leaks and restore damaged slopes.

Inspect slope drainage for accumulations of debris and sediment.
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Slope Drains EC-11

m  Remove built up sediment from entrances and outlets as required. Flush drains if necessary;
capture and settle out sediment from discharge.

m  Make sure water is not ponding onto inappropriate areas (e.g., active traffic lanes, material
storage areas, etc.).

m  Pipe anchors must be checked to ensure that the pipe remains anchored to the slope. Install
additional anchors if pipe movement is detected.
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Soil Preparation/Roughening

EC-15

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

X &

WM

Description and Purpose

Soil Preparation/Roughening involves assessment and
preparation of surface soils for BMP installation. This can
include soil testing (for seed base, soil characteristics, or
nutrients), as well as roughening surface soils by mechanical
methods (including sheepsfoot rolling, track walking,
scarifying, stair stepping, and imprinting) to prepare soil for
additional BMPs, or to break up sheet flow. Soil Preparation
can also involve tilling topsoil to prepare a seed bed and/or
incorporation of soil amendments, to enhance vegetative
establishment.

Suitable Applications

Soil preparation: Soil preparation is essential to proper
vegetative establishment. In particular, soil preparation (i.e.
tilling, raking, and amendment) is suitable for use in
combination with any soil stabilization method, including
RECPs or sod. Soil preparation should not be confused with
roughening.

Roughening: Soil roughening is generally referred to as track
walking (sometimes called imprinting) a slope, where treads
from heavy equipment run parallel to the contours of the slope
and act as mini terraces. Soil preparation is most effective
when used in combination with erosion controls. Soil
Roughening is suitable for use as a complementary process for
controlling erosion on a site. Roughening is not intended to be
used as a stand-alone BMP, and should be used with perimeter
controls, additional erosion control measures, grade breaks,
and vegetative establishment for maximum effectiveness.
Roughening is intended to only affect surface soils and should
not compromise slope stability or overall compaction. Suitable
applications for soil roughening include:

Legend:
4] Primary Category
[x] Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

EC-3 Hydraulic Mulch
EC-5 Soil Binders
EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats
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Soil Preparation/Roughening EC-15

m  Along any disturbed slopes, including temporary stockpiles, sediment basins, or compacted
soil diversion berms and swales.

m  Roughening should be used in combination with hydraulically applied stabilization methods,
compost blanket, or straw mulch; but should not be used in combination with RECPs or sod
because roughening is intended to leave terraces on the slope.

Limitations

m  Preparation and roughening must take place prior to installing other erosion controls (such
as hydraulically applied stabilizers) or sediment controls (such as fiber rolls) on the faces of
slopes.

m In such cases where slope preparation is minimal, erosion control/revegetation BMPs that
do not require extensive soil preparation - such as hydraulic mulching and seeding
applications - should be employed.

m  Consideration should be given to the type of erosion control BMP that follows surface
preparation, as some BMPs are not designed to be installed over various types of
tillage/roughening, i.e., RECPs (erosion control blankets) should not be used with soil
roughening due to a “bridging” effect, which suspends the blanket above the seed bed.

m  Surface roughness has an effect on the amount of mulch material that needs to be applied,
which shows up as a general increase in mulch material due to an increase in surface area
(Topographic Index -see EC-3 Hydraulic Mulching).

Implementation

m Additional guidance on the comparison and selection of temporary slope stabilization
methods is provided in Appendix F of the Handbook.

General

A roughened surface can significantly reduce erosion. Based on tests done at the San Diego
State Erosion Research Laboratory, various roughening techniques on slopes can result in a 12 -
76% reduction in the erosion rate versus smooth slopes.

Materials

Minimal materials are required unless amendments and/or seed are added to the soil. The
majority of soil roughening/preparation can be done with equipment that is on hand at a normal
construction site, such as bull dozers and compaction equipment.

Installation Guidelines

Soil Preparation

m  Where appropriate or feasible, soil should be prepared to receive the seed by disking or
otherwise scarifying the surface to eliminate crust, improve air and water infiltration and
create a more favorable environment for germination and growth.

m  Based upon soil testing conducted, apply additional soil amendments (e.g. fertilizers,
additional seed) to the soil to help with germination. Follow EC-4, Hydroseeding, when
selecting and applying seed and fertilizers.
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Soil Preparation/Roughening EC-15

Cut Slope Roughening:

m  Stair-step grade or groove the cut slopes that are steeper than 3:1.

m  Use stair-step grading on any erodible material soft enough to be ripped with a bulldozer.
Slopes consisting of soft rock with some subsoil are particularly suited to stair-step grading.

m  Make the vertical cut distance less than the horizontal distance, and slightly slope the
horizontal position of the "step" in toward the vertical wall.

m Do not make individual vertical cuts more than 2 feet (0.6 m) high in soft materials or more
than 3 feet (0.9 m) high in rocky materials.

m  Groove the slope using machinery to create a series of ridges and depressions that run across

the slope, on the contour.

Fill Slope Roughening:

Place on fill slopes with a gradient steeper than 3:1 in lifts not to exceed 8 inches (0.2 m),
and make sure each lift is properly compacted.

Ensure that the face of the slope consists of loose, uncompacted fill 4-6 inches (0.1-0.2 m)
deep.

Use grooving or tracking to roughen the face of the slopes, if necessary.

Do not blade or scrape the final slope face.

Roughening for Slopes to be Mowed:

Slopes which require mowing activities should not be steeper than 3:1.

Roughen these areas to shallow grooves by track walking, scarifying, sheepsfoot rolling, or
imprinting.

Make grooves close together (less than 10 inches), and not less than 1 inch deep, and
perpendicular to the direction of runoff (i.e., parallel to the slope contours).

Excessive roughness is undesirable where mowing is planned.

Roughening With Tracked Machinery:

m  Limit roughening with tracked machinery to soils with a sandy textural component to avoid
undue compaction of the soil surface.

m  Operate tracked machinery up and down the slope to leave horizontal depressions in the
soil. Do not back-blade during the final grading operation.

m  Seed and mulch roughened areas as soon as possible to obtain optimum seed germination
and growth.
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Soil Preparation/Roughening EC-15

Costs

Costs are based on the additional labor of tracking or preparation of the slope plus the cost of
any required soil amendment materials.

Inspection and Maintenance

m  BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

m  Check the seeded slopes for signs of erosion such as rills and gullies. Fill these areas slightly
above the original grade, then reseed and mulch as soon as possible.

m  Inspect BMPs weekly during normal operations, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during
extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events.

References

Soil Stabilization BMP Research for Erosion and Sediment Controls: Cost Survey Technical
Memorandum, State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), July 2007.

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, February
2005.
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Wind Erosion Control

WE-1

Description and Purpose

Wind erosion or dust control consists of applying water or other
chemical dust suppressants as necessary to prevent or alleviate
dust nuisance generated by construction activities. Covering
small stockpiles or areas is an alternative to applying water or
other dust palliatives.

California’s Mediterranean climate, with a short “wet” season
and a typically long, hot “dry” season, allows the soils to
thoroughly dry out. During the dry season, construction
activities are at their peak, and disturbed and exposed areas are
increasingly subject to wind erosion, sediment tracking and
dust generated by construction equipment. Site conditions and
climate can make dust control more of an erosion problem than
water based erosion. Additionally, many local agencies,
including Air Quality Management Districts, require dust
control and/or dust control permits in order to comply with
local nuisance laws, opacity laws (visibility impairment) and the
requirements of the Clean Air Act. Wind erosion control is
required to be implemented at all construction sites greater
than 1 acre by the General Permit.

Suitable Applications

Most BMPs that provide protection against water-based erosion
will also protect against wind-based erosion and dust control

requirements required by other agencies will generally meet wind
erosion control requirements for water quality protection. Wind
erosion control BMPs are suitable during the following construction

activities:

Categories

EC Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control |
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

WM Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
4] Primary Category
[x] Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

EC-5 Soil Binders

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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Wind Erosion Control WE-1

m  Construction vehicle traffic on unpaved roads
= Drilling and blasting activities

m  Soils and debris storage piles

m  Batch drop from front-end loaders

m  Areas with unstabilized soil

m Final grading/site stabilization

Limitations

m  Watering prevents dust only for a short period (generally less than a few hours) and should
be applied daily (or more often) to be effective.

m  Over watering may cause erosion and track-out.

= Oil or oil-treated subgrade should not be used for dust control because the oil may migrate
into drainageways and/or seep into the soil.

m  Chemical dust suppression agents may have potential environmental impacts. Selected
chemical dust control agents should be environmentally benign.

m Effectiveness of controls depends on soil, temperature, humidity, wind velocity and traffic.

m  Chemical dust suppression agents should not be used within 100 feet of wetlands or water
bodies.

m  Chemically treated subgrades may make the soil water repellant, interfering with long-term
infiltration and the vegetation/re-vegetation of the site. Some chemical dust suppressants
may be subject to freezing and may contain solvents and should be handled properly.

m In compacted areas, watering and other liquid dust control measures may wash sediment or
other constituents into the drainage system.

m If the soil surface has minimal natural moisture, the affected area may need to be pre-wetted
so that chemical dust control agents can uniformly penetrate the soil surface.

Implementation
Dust Control Practices

Dust control BMPs generally stabilize exposed surfaces and minimize activities that suspend or
track dust particles. The following table presents dust control practices that can be applied to
varying site conditions that could potentially cause dust. For heavily traveled and disturbed
areas, wet suppression (watering), chemical dust suppression, gravel asphalt surfacing,
temporary gravel construction entrances, equipment wash-out areas, and haul truck covers can
be employed as dust control applications. Permanent or temporary vegetation and mulching
can be employed for areas of occasional or no construction traffic. Preventive measures include
minimizing surface areas to be disturbed, limiting onsite vehicle traffic to 15 mph or less, and
controlling the number and activity of vehicles on a site at any given time.
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Wind Erosion Control WE-1

Chemical dust suppressants include: mulch and fiber based dust palliatives (e.g. paper mulch
with gypsum binder), salts and brines (e.g. calcium chloride, magnesium chloride), non-
petroleum based organics (e.g. vegetable oil, lignosulfonate), petroleum based organics (e.g.
asphalt emulsion, dust oils, petroleum resins), synthetic polymers (e.g. polyvinyl acetate, vinyls,
acrylic), clay additives (e.g. bentonite, montimorillonite) and electrochemical products (e.g.
enzymes, ionic products).

Dust Control Practices
Sit.e. Permanent PAEL (ot GLel Telgglfsrtﬁycgz;vel Synthetic %;?;nt o?
Condition Vo 5 Mulching | Suppression Dust or a N
egetation (Watering) Suppression | Asphalt Entrances/Equipment Covers Disturbed
PP P ‘Wash Down Area
Disturbed
Areas not
Subject to X X X X X X
Traffic
Disturbed
Areas
Subject to X X X X X
Traffic
Material
Stockpiles X X X X X
Demolition X X X
Clearin.g/ X X X
Excavation
Truck
Traffic on
Unpaved X X X X X
Roads
Tracking X X

Additional preventive measures include:
m  Schedule construction activities to minimize exposed area (see EC-1, Scheduling).

m  Quickly treat exposed soils using water, mulching, chemical dust suppressants, or
stone/gravel layering.

m Identify and stabilize key access points prior to commencement of construction.
m  Minimize the impact of dust by anticipating the direction of prevailing winds.
m  Restrict construction traffic to stabilized roadways within the project site, as practicable.

m  Water should be applied by means of pressure-type distributors or pipelines equipped with a
spray system or hoses and nozzles that will ensure even distribution.

m  All distribution equipment should be equipped with a positive means of shutoff.

m  Unless water is applied by means of pipelines, at least one mobile unit should be available at
all times to apply water or dust palliative to the project.

m Ifreclaimed waste water is used, the sources and discharge must meet California
Department of Health Services water reclamation criteria and the Regional Water Quality
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Wind Erosion Control WE-1

Control Board (RWQCB) requirements. Non-potable water should not be conveyed in tanks
or drain pipes that will be used to convey potable water and there should be no connection
between potable and non-potable supplies. Non-potable tanks, pipes, and other
conveyances should be marked, “NON-POTABLE WATER - DO NOT DRINK.”

m  Pave or chemically stabilize access points where unpaved traffic surfaces adjoin paved roads.
m  Provide covers for haul trucks transporting materials that contribute to dust.

m  Provide for rapid clean up of sediments deposited on paved roads. Furnish stabilized
construction road entrances and wheel wash areas.

m  Stabilize inactive areas of construction sites using temporary vegetation or chemical
stabilization methods.

For chemical stabilization, there are many products available for chemically stabilizing gravel
roadways and stockpiles. If chemical stabilization is used, the chemicals should not create any
adverse effects on stormwater, plant life, or groundwater and should meet all applicable
regulatory requirements.

Costs

Installation costs for water and chemical dust suppression vary based on the method used and
the length of effectiveness. Annual costs may be high since some of these measures are effective
for only a few hours to a few days.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities.

m  BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

m  Check areas protected to ensure coverage.

m  Most water-based dust control measures require frequent application, often daily or even
multiple times per day. Obtain vendor or independent information on longevity of chemical
dust suppressants.

References

Best Management Practices and Erosion Control Manual for Construction Sites, Flood Control
District of Maricopa County, Arizona, September 1992.

California Air Pollution Control Laws, California Air Resources Board, updated annually.

Construction Manual, Chapter 4, Section 10, “Dust Control”; Section 17, “Watering”; and Section
18, “Dust Palliative”, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), July 2001.
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Prospects for Attaining the State Ambient Air Quality Standards for Suspended Particulate
Matter (PM10), Visibility Reducing Particles, Sulfates, Lead, and Hydrogen Sulfide, California
Air Resources Board, April 1991.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), March 2003.
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Silt Fence

SE-1

Description and Purpose

A silt fence is made of a woven geotextile that has been
entrenched, attached to supporting poles, and sometimes
backed by a plastic or wire mesh for support. The silt fence

detains sediment-laden water, promoting sedimentation
behind the fence.

Suitable Applications

Silt fences are suitable for perimeter control, placed below
areas where sheet flows discharge from the site. They could
also be used as interior controls below disturbed areas where
runoff may occur in the form of sheet and rill erosion and
around inlets within disturbed areas (SE-10). Silt fences are
generally ineffective in locations where the flow is concentrated
and are only applicable for sheet or overland flows. Silt fences
are most effective when used in combination with erosion
controls. Suitable applications include:

m  Along the perimeter of a project.

m  Below the toe or down slope of exposed and erodible slopes.
m  Along streams and channels.

m  Around temporary spoil areas and stockpiles.

= Around inlets.

m  Below other small cleared areas.

Categories

EC Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
4| Primary Category
Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Sediment
Nutrients
Trash

Metals
Bacteria

Oil and Grease
Organics

Potential Alternatives

SE-5 Fiber Rolls

SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm

SE-8 Sandbag Barrier

SE-10 Storm Drain Inlet Protection
SE-12 Temporary Silt Dike

SE-14 Biofilter Bags

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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Silt Fence SE-1

Limitations
m Do not use in streams, channels, drain inlets, or anywhere flow is concentrated.

m Do not use in locations where ponded water may cause a flooding hazard. Runoff typically
ponds temporarily on the upstream side of silt fence.

m Do not use silt fence to divert water flows or place across any contour line. Fences not
constructed on a level contour, or fences used to divert flow will concentrate flows resulting
in additional erosion and possibly overtopping or failure of the silt fence.

m  Improperly installed fences are subject to failure from undercutting, overtopping, or
collapsing.

= Not effective unless trenched and keyed in.
m  Not intended for use as mid-slope protection on slopes greater than 4:1 (H:V).
m Do not use on slopes subject to creeping, slumping, or landslides.

Implementation
General

A silt fence is a temporary sediment barrier consisting of woven geotextile stretched across and
attached to supporting posts, trenched-in, and, depending upon the strength of fabric used,
supported with plastic or wire mesh fence. Silt fences trap sediment by intercepting and
detaining small amounts of sediment-laden runoff from disturbed areas in order to promote
sedimentation behind the fence.

The following layout and installation guidance can improve performance and should be
followed:

m  Use principally in areas where sheet flow occurs.

m Install along a level contour, so water does not pond more than 1.5 ft at any point along the
silt fence.

m  The maximum length of slope draining to any point along the silt fence should be 200 ft or
less.

m  The maximum slope perpendicular to the fence line should be 1:1.

m  Provide sufficient room for runoff to pond behind the fence and to allow sediment removal
equipment to pass between the silt fence and toes of slopes or other obstructions. About
1200 ft2 of ponding area should be provided for every acre draining to the fence.

m  Turn the ends of the filter fence uphill to prevent stormwater from flowing around the fence.

m Leave an undisturbed or stabilized area immediately down slope from the fence where
feasible.
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Silt Fence SE-1

m  Silt fences should remain in place until the disturbed area is permanently stabilized, after
which, the silt fence should be removed and properly disposed.

m  Silt fence should be used in combination with erosion source controls up slope in order to
provide the most effective sediment control.

m Be aware of local regulations regarding the type and installation requirements of silt fence,
which may differ from those presented in this fact sheet.

Design and Layout

The fence should be supported by a plastic or wire mesh if the fabric selected does not have
sufficient strength and bursting strength characteristics for the planned application (as
recommended by the fabric manufacturer). Woven geotextile material should contain ultraviolet
inhibitors and stabilizers to provide a minimum of six months of expected usable construction
life at a temperature range of o °F to 120 °F.

m Layout in accordance with attached figures.

m  For slopes steeper than 2:1 (H:V) and that contain a high number of rocks or large dirt clods
that tend to dislodge, it may be necessary to install additional protection immediately
adjacent to the bottom of the slope, prior to installing silt fence. Additional protection may
be a chain link fence or a cable fence.

m  For slopes adjacent to sensitive receiving waters or Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs),
silt fence should be used in conjunction with erosion control BMPs.

Standard vs. Heavy Duty Silt Fence

Standard Silt Fence
m  Generally applicable in cases where the slope of area draining to the silt fence is 4:1
(H:V) or less.

m  Used for shorter durations, typically 5 months or less

m  Area draining to fence produces moderate sediment loads.
Heavy Duty Silt Fence

m  Use is generally limited to 8 months or less.

m Area draining to fence produces moderate sediment loads.

m  Heavy duty silt fence usually has 1 or more of the following characteristics, not
possessed by standard silt fence.

o Fence fabric has higher tensile strength.

o Fabricis reinforced with wire backing or additional support.

o Posts are spaced closer than pre-manufactured, standard silt fence products.
o Posts are metal (steel or aluminum)

Materials

Standard Silt Fence

m Silt fence material should be woven geotextile with a minimum width of 36 in. and a
minimum tensile strength of 100 1b force. The fabric should conform to the requirements in
ASTM designation D4632 and should have an integral reinforcement layer. The
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Silt Fence SE-1

reinforcement layer should be a polypropylene, or equivalent, net provided by the
manufacturer. The permittivity of the fabric should be between 0.1 sec and 0.15 sec in
conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D4491.

Wood stakes should be commercial quality lumber of the size and shape shown on the plans.
Each stake should be free from decay, splits or cracks longer than the thickness of the stake
or other defects that would weaken the stakes and cause the stakes to be structurally
unsuitable.

Staples used to fasten the fence fabric to the stakes should be not less than 1.75 in. long and
should be fabricated from 15 gauge or heavier wire. The wire used to fasten the tops of the
stakes together when joining two sections of fence should be 9 gauge or heavier wire.
Galvanizing of the fastening wire will not be required.

Heavy-Duty Silt Fence

Some silt fence has a wire backing to provide additional support, and there are products that
may use prefabricated plastic holders for the silt fence and use metal posts or bar
reinforcement instead of wood stakes. If bar reinforcement is used in lieu of wood stakes,
use number four or greater bar. Provide end protection for any exposed bar reinforcement
for health and safety purposes.

Installation Guidelines — Traditional Method

Silt fences are to be constructed on a level contour. Sufficient area should exist behind the fence
for ponding to occur without flooding or overtopping the fence.

A trench should be excavated approximately 6 in. wide and 6 in. deep along the line of the
proposed silt fence (trenches should not be excavated wider or deeper than necessary for
proper silt fence installation).

Bottom of the silt fence should be keyed-in a minimum of 12 in.

Posts should be spaced a maximum of 6 ft apart and driven securely into the ground a
minimum of 18 in. or 12 in. below the bottom of the trench.

When standard strength geotextile is used, a plastic or wire mesh support fence should be
fastened securely to the upslope side of posts using heavy—duty wire staples at least 1 in.
long. The mesh should extend into the trench.

When extra-strength geotextile and closer post spacing are used, the mesh support fence
may be eliminated.

Woven geotextile should be purchased in a long roll, then cut to the length of the barrier.
When joints are necessary, geotextile should be spliced together only at a support post, with
a minimum 6 in. overlap and both ends securely fastened to the post.

The trench should be backfilled with native material and compacted.

Construct silt fences with a setback of at least 3 ft from the toe of a slope. Where, due to
specific site conditions, a 3 ft setback is not available, the silt fence may be constructed at the
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Silt Fence SE-1

toe of the slope, but should be constructed as far from the toe of the slope as practicable. Silt
fences close to the toe of the slope will be less effective and more difficult to maintain.

Construct the length of each reach so that the change in base elevation along the reach does
not exceed 1/3 the height of the barrier; in no case should the reach exceed 500 ft.

Cross barriers should be a minimum of */; and a maximum of 12 the height of the linear
barrier.

See typical installation details at the end of this fact sheet.

Installation Guidelines - Static Slicing Method

Static Slicing is defined as insertion of a narrow blade pulled behind a tractor, similar to a
plow blade, at least 10 inches into the soil while at the same time pulling silt geotextile fabric
into the ground through the opening created by the blade to the depth of the blade. Once the
gerotextile is installed, the soil is compacted using tractor tires.

This method will not work with pre-fabricated, wire backed silt fence.

Benefits:

o Ease of installation (most often done with a 2 person crew). In addition,
installation using static slicing has been found to be more efficient on slopes, in
rocky soils, and in saturated soils.

o Minimal soil disturbance.

o Greater level of compaction along fence, leading to higher performance (i.e.
greater sediment retention).

o Uniform installation.

o Less susceptible to undercutting/undermining.

Costs

It should be noted that costs vary greatly across regions due to available supplies and labor
costs.

Average annual cost for installation using the traditional silt fence installation method
(assumes 6 month useful life) is $7 per linear foot based on vendor research. Range of cost
is $3.50 - $9.10 per linear foot.

In tests, the slicing method required 0.33 man hours per 100 linear feet, while the trenched
based systems required as much as 1.01 man hours per linear foot.

Inspection and Maintenance

BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

Repair undercut silt fences.
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Silt Fence SE-1

m  Repair or replace split, torn, slumping, or weathered fabric. The lifespan of silt fence fabric
is generally 5 to 8 months.

m  Silt fences that are damaged and become unsuitable for the intended purpose should be
removed from the site of work, disposed, and replaced with new silt fence barriers.

m  Sediment that accumulates in the BMP should be periodically removed in order to maintain
BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches
one-third of the barrier height.

m  Silt fences should be left in place until the upstream area is permanently stabilized. Until
then, the silt fence should be inspected and maintained regularly.

m  Remove silt fence when upgradient areas are stabilized. Fill and compact post holes and
anchor trench, remove sediment accumulation, grade fence alignment to blend with adjacent
ground, and stabilize disturbed area.

References

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.

National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas,
United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2002.

Proposed Guidance Specifying Management Measures for Sources of Nonpoint Pollution in
Coastal Waters, Work Group-Working Paper, USEPA, April 1992.

Sedimentation and Erosion Control Practices, and Inventory of Current Practices (Draft),
UESPA, 1990.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC). Costs of Urban Nonpoint
Source Water Pollution Control Measures. Technical Report No. 31. Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission, Waukesha, WI. 1991

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), March 2003.

Stormwater Management Manual for The Puget Sound Basin, Washington State Department of
Ecology, Public Review Draft, 1991.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Stormwater Management for Industrial
Activities: Developing Pollution Prevention Plans and Best Management Practices. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Washington, DC, 1992.

Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Region, Volume II, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.Soil Stabilization
BMP Research for Erosion and Sediment Controls: Cost Survey Technical Memorandum, State
of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), July 2007.

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, February
2005.
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Silt Fence
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Check Dams SE-4

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

N B

WM

Legend:
M Primary Category
Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Description and Purpose

) i Sediment |
A check dam is a small barrier constructed of rock, gravel bags, ,
; Nutrients
sandbags, fiber rolls, or other proprietary products, placed Trash
across a constructed swale or drainage ditch. Check dams
reduce the effective slope of the channel, thereby reducing Metals
scour and channel erosion by reducing flow velocity and Bacteria
increasing residence time within the channel, allowing Oil and Grease
sediment to settle. Organics

Suitable Applications

Check dams may be appropriate in the following situations: Potential Alternatives

SE-5 Fiber Rolls
SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm
m To prevent erosion by reducing the velocity of channel flow SE-8 Sandbag Barrier
in small intermittent channels and temporary swales. SE-12 Temporary Silt Dike

m Insmall open channels that drain 10 acres or less. SE-14 Biofilter Bags

m To promote sedimentation behind the dam.

m In steep channels where stormwater runoff velocities
exceed 5 ft/s.

m  During the establishment of grass linings in drainage
ditches or channels.

m In temporary ditches where the short length of service does
not warrant establishment of erosion-resistant linings.

m  To act as a grade control structure.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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Check Dams SE-4

Limitations
m  Not to be used in live streams or in channels with extended base flows.

m  Not appropriate in channels that drain areas greater than 10 acres.

m  Not appropriate in channels that are already grass-lined unless erosion potential or
sediment-laden flow is expected, as installation may damage vegetation.

m  Require extensive maintenance following high velocity flows.

m  Promotes sediment trapping which can be re-suspended during subsequent storms or
removal of the check dam.

m Do not construct check dams with straw bales or silt fence.

m  Water suitable for mosquito production may stand behind check dams, particularly if
subjected to daily non-stormwater discharges.

Implementation

General

Check dams reduce the effective slope and create small pools in swales and ditches that drain 10
acres or less. Using check dams to reduce channel slope reduces the velocity of stormwater
flows, thus reducing erosion of the swale or ditch and promoting sedimentation. Thus, check
dams are dual-purpose and serve an important role as erosion controls as well as as sediment
controls. Note that use of 1-2 isolated check dams for sedimentation will likely result in little net
removal of sediment because of the small detention time and probable scour during longer
storms. Using a series of check dams will generally increase their effectiveness. A sediment trap
(SE-3) may be placed immediately upstream of the check dam to increase sediment removal
efficiency.

Design and Layout

Check dams work by decreasing the effective slope in ditches and swales. An important
consequence of the reduced slope is a reduction in capacity of the ditch or swale. This reduction
in capacity should be considered when using this BMP, as reduced capacity can result in
overtopping of the ditch or swale and resultant consequences. In some cases, such as a
“permanent” ditch or swale being constructed early and used as a “temporary” conveyance for
construction flows, the ditch or swale may have sufficient capacity such that the temporary
reduction in capacity due to check dams is acceptable. When check dams reduce capacities
beyond acceptable limits, either:

m  Don’t use check dams. Consider alternative BMPs, or.
m Increase the size of the ditch or swale to restore capacity.

Maximum slope and velocity reduction is achieved when the toe of the upstream dam is at the
same elevation as the top of the downstream dam (see “Spacing Between Check Dams” detail at
the end of this fact sheet). The center section of the dam should be lower than the edge sections
(at least 6 inches), acting as a spillway, so that the check dam will direct flows to the center of
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Check Dams SE-4

the ditch or swale (see “Typical Rock Check Dam” detail at the end of this fact sheet). Bypass or
side-cutting can occur if a sufficient spillway is not provided in the center of the dam.

Check dams are usually constructed of rock, gravel bags, sandbags, and fiber rolls. A number of
products can also be used as check dams (e.g. HDPE check dams, temporary silt dikes (SE-12)),
and some of these products can be removed and reused. Check dams can also be constructed of
logs or lumber, and have the advantage of a longer lifespan when compared to gravel bags,
sandbags, and fiber rolls. Check dams should not be constructed from straw bales or silt fences,
since concentrated flows quickly wash out these materials.

Rock check dams are usually constructed of 8 to 12 in. rock. The rock is placed either by hand or
mechanically, but never just dumped into the channel. The dam should completely span the
ditch or swale to prevent washout. The rock used should be large enough to stay in place given
the expected design flow through the channel. It is recommended that abutments be extended
18 in. into the channel bank. Rock can be graded such that smaller diameter rock (e.g. 2-4 in) is
located on the upstream side of larger rock (holding the smaller rock in place); increasing
residence time.

Log check dams are usually constructed of 4 to 6 in. diameter logs, installed vertically. The logs
should be embedded into the soil at least 18 in. Logs can be bolted or wired to vertical support
logs that have been driven or buried into the soil.

See fiber rolls, SE-5, for installation of fiber roll check dams.

Gravel bag and sand bag check dams are constructed by stacking bags across the ditch or swale,
shaped as shown in the drawings at the end of this fact sheet (see “Gravel Bag Check Dam” detail
at the end of this fact sheet).

Manufactured products, such as temporary silt dikes (SE-12), should be installed in accordance
with the manufacturer’s instructions. Installation typically requires anchoring or trenching of
products, as well as regular maintenance to remove accumulated sediment and debris.

If grass is planted to stabilize the ditch or swale, the check dam should be removed when the
grass has matured (unless the slope of the swales is greater than 4%).

The following guidance should be followed for the design and layout of check dams:

m Install the first check dam approximately 16 ft from the outfall device and at regular
intervals based on slope gradient and soil type.

m  Check dams should be placed at a distance and height to allow small pools to form between
each check dam.

m  For multiple check dam installation, backwater from a downstream check dam should reach
the toes of the upstream check dam.

m A sediment trap provided immediately upstream of the check dam will help capture
sediment. Due to the potential for this sediment to be resuspended in subsequent storms,
the sediment trap should be cleaned following each storm event.
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Check Dams SE-4

s High flows (typically a 2-year storm or larger) should safely flow over the check dam without
an increase in upstream flooding or damage to the check dam.

m  Where grass is used to line ditches, check dams should be removed when grass has matured
sufficiently to protect the ditch or swale.

Materials

m  Rock used for check dams should typically be 8-12 in rock and be sufficiently sized to stay in
place given expected design flows in the channel. Smaller diameter rock (e.g. 2 to 4 in) can
be placed on the upstream side of larger rock to increase residence time.

m  Gravel bags used for check dams should conform to the requirements of SE-6, Gravel Bag
Berms.

m Sandbags used for check dams should conform to SE-8, Sandbag Barrier.
m  Fiber rolls used for check dams should conform to SE-5, Fiber Rolls.
m  Temporary silt dikes used for check dams should conform to SE-12, Temporary Silt Dikes.

Installation

m  Rock should be placed individually by hand or by mechanical methods (no dumping of rock)
to achieve complete ditch or swale coverage.

m  Tightly abut bags and stack according to detail shown in the figure at the end of this section
(pyramid approach). Gravel bags and sandbags should not be stacked any higher than 3 ft.

m  Upper rows or gravel and sand bags shall overlap joints in lower rows.
m  Fiber rolls should be trenched in, backfilled, and firmly staked in place.
m Install along a level contour.

m  HDPE check dams, temporary silt dikes, and other manufactured products should be used
and installed per manufacturer specifications.

Costs
Cost consists of labor costs if materials are readily available (such as gravel on-site). If material

must be imported, costs will increase. For other material and installation costs, see SE-5, SE-6,
SE-8, SE-12, and SE-14.

Inspection and Maintenance

m  BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

m  Replace missing rock, bags, rolls, etc. Replace bags or rolls that have degraded or have
become damaged.
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Check Dams SE-4

m Ifthe check dam is used as a sediment capture device, sediment that accumulates behind the
BMP should be periodically removed in order to maintain BMP effectiveness. Sediment
should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches one-third of the barrier height.

m Ifthe check dam is used as a grade control structure, sediment removal is not required as
long as the system continues to control the grade.

m Inspect areas behind check dams for pools of standing water, especially if subjected to daily
non-stormwater discharges.

m  Remove accumulated sediment prior to permanent seeding or soil stabilization.
m  Remove check dam and accumulated sediment when check dams are no longer needed.

References
Draft — Sedimentation and Erosion Control, and Inventory of Current Practices, USEPA, April
1990.

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), March 2003.

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, February
2005.

Metzger, M.E. 2004. Managing mosquitoes in stormwater treatment devices. University of
California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Publication 8125. On-line: http://
anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/pdf/8125.pdf
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Check Dams SE-4
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Check Dams SE-4
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

Categories
EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control M
TC  Tracking Control
WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control
WM Wastg Management and
Materials Pollution Control
Legend:
4| Primary Category
[x] Secondary Category
Description and Purpose Targeted Constituents
A fiber roll consists of straw, coir, or other biodegradable Sediment ol
materials bound into a tight tubular roll wrapped by netting, Nutrients
which can be photodegradable or natural. Additionally, gravel Trash
core fiber rolls are available, which contain an imbedded ballast
material such as gravel or sand for additional weight when Metalsl
staking the rolls are not feasible (such as use as inlet Baceria
protection). When fiber rolls are placed at the toe and on the Oil and Grease
face of slopes along the contours, they intercept runoff, reduce Organics

its flow velocity, release the runoff as sheet flow, and provide
removal of sediment from the runoff (through sedimentation).
By interrupting the length of a slope, fiber rolls can also reduce

Potential Alternatives

sheet and rill erosion until vegetation is established. SE-1 Silt Fence

Suitable Applications SE6 Gravel Bag Bérm

Fiber rolls may be suitable: SE-8 Sandbag Barrier
SE-12 Temporary Silt Dike

m  Along the toe, top, face, and at grade breaks of exposed and
erodible slopes to shorten slope length and spread runoff as
sheet flow.

SE-14 Biofilter Bags

m At the end of a downward slope where it transitions to a
steeper slope.

m  Along the perimeter of a project.

m  As check dams in unlined ditches with minimal grade.
m  Down-slope of exposed soil areas.

m At operational storm drains as a form of inlet protection.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

m  Around temporary stockpiles.

Limitations
m Fiber rolls are not effective unless trenched in and staked.

m  Not intended for use in high flow situations.

m Difficult to move once saturated.

m If not properly staked and trenched in, fiber rolls could be transported by high flows.
m  Fiber rolls have a very limited sediment capture zone.

m  Fiber rolls should not be used on slopes subject to creep, slumping, or landslide.

=  Rolls typically function for 12-24 months depending upon local conditions.

Implementation
Fiber Roll Materials
m  Fiber rolls should be prefabricated.

m  Fiber rolls may come manufactured containing polyacrylamide (PAM), a flocculating agent
within the roll. Fiber rolls impregnated with PAM provide additional sediment removal
capabilities and should be used in areas with fine, clayey or silty soils to provide additional
sediment removal capabilities. Monitoring may be required for these installations.

m Fiber rolls are made from weed free rice straw, flax, or a similar agricultural material bound
into a tight tubular roll by netting.

m  Typical fiber rolls vary in diameter from 9 in. to 20 in. Larger diameter rolls are available as
well.

Installation
m  Locate fiber rolls on level contours spaced as follows:

- Slope inclination of 4:1 (H:V) or flatter: Fiber rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 20 ft.

- Slope inclination between 4:1 and 2:1 (H:V): Fiber Rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 15 ft. (a closer spacing is more effective).

- Slope inclination 2:1 (H:V) or greater: Fiber Rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 10 ft. (a closer spacing is more effective).

m  Prepare the slope before beginning installation.

m  Dig small trenches across the slope on the contour. The trench depth should be %4 to 1/3 of
the thickness of the roll, and the width should equal the roll diameter, in order to provide
area to backfill the trench.
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

It is critical that rolls are installed perpendicular to water movement, and parallel to the
slope contour.

Start building trenches and installing rolls from the bottom of the slope and work up.

It is recommended that pilot holes be driven through the fiber roll. Use a straight bar to
drive holes through the roll and into the soil for the wooden stakes.

Turn the ends of the fiber roll up slope to prevent runoff from going around the roll.
Stake fiber rolls into the trench.
- Drive stakes at the end of each fiber roll and spaced 4 ft maximum on center.

- Use wood stakes with a nominal classification of 0.75 by 0.75 in. and minimum length of
24 in.

If more than one fiber roll is placed in a row, the rolls should be overlapped, not abutted.

See typical fiber roll installation details at the end of this fact sheet.

Removal

Fiber rolls can be left in place or removed depending on the type of fiber roll and application
(temporary vs. permanent installation). Typically, fiber rolls encased with plastic netting are
used for a temporary application because the netting does not biodegrade. Fiber rolls used in
a permanent application are typically encased with a biodegradeable material and are left in
place. Removal of a fiber roll used in a permanent application can result in greater
disturbance.

Temporary installations should only be removed when up gradient areas are stabilized per
General Permit requirements, and/or pollutant sources no longer present a hazard. But, they
should also be removed before vegetation becomes too mature so that the removal process
does not disturb more soil and vegetation than is necessary.

Costs
Material costs for regular fiber rolls range from $20 - $30 per 25 ft roll.

Material costs for PAM impregnated fiber rolls range between 7.00-$9.00 per linear foot, based
upon vendor research.

Inspection and Maintenance

BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

Repair or replace split, torn, unraveling, or slumping fiber rolls.

If the fiber roll is used as a sediment capture device, or as an erosion control device to
maintain sheet flows, sediment that accumulates in the BMP should be periodically removed
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

in order to maintain BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when sediment
accumulation reaches one-third the designated sediment storage depth.

m If fiber rolls are used for erosion control, such as in a check dam, sediment removal should
not be required as long as the system continues to control the grade. Sediment control
BMPs will likely be required in conjunction with this type of application.

m  Repair any rills or gullies promptly.

References

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), March 2003.

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, February
2005.
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

Note:
Install fiber roll
along a level contour.
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Street Sweeping and Vacuuming SE-7

Categories

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

X [

[ || g Non-Stormwater
= I —— Management Control
R I ‘ WM Waste Management and
NOA =1 Materials Pollution Control
Legend:

] Primary Objective
3] Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Description and Purpose Sediment
Street sweeping and vacuuming includes use of self-propelled Nutrients
and walk-behind equipment to remove sediment from streets Trash
and roadways, and to clean paved surfaces in preparation for Metals
final paving. Sweeping and vacuuming prevents sediment from Bacteria
the project site from entering storm drains or receiving waters. ,
Oil and Grease |
Suitable Applications Organics

Sweeping and vacuuming are suitable anywhere sediment is

tracked from the project site onto public or private paved Potential Alternatives

streets and roads, typically at points of egress. Sweeping and
vacuuming are also applicable during preparation of paved None
surfaces for final paving.

Limitations
Sweeping and vacuuming may not be effective when sediment
is wet or when tracked soil is caked (caked soil may need to be
scraped loose).

Implementation

= Controlling the number of points where vehicles can leave
the site will allow sweeping and vacuuming efforts to be
focused, and perhaps save money.

m Inspect potential sediment tracking locations daily.

m Visible sediment tracking should be swept or vacuumed on
a daily basis.

m Do not use kick brooms or sweeper attachments. These
tend to spread the dirt rather than remove it.

CALIFORNIA STORMWATER
QUA TY ASSOCTATION
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Street Sweeping and Vacuuming SE-7

m If not mixed with debris or trash, consider incorporating the removed sediment back into
the project

Costs

Rental rates for self-propelled sweepers vary depending on hopper size and duration of rental.
Expect rental rates from $58/hour (3 yd3 hopper) to $88/hour (9 yds hopper), plus operator
costs. Hourly production rates vary with the amount of area to be swept and amount of
sediment. Match the hopper size to the area and expect sediment load to minimize time spent
dumping.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project
type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior
to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain
events.

m  When actively in use, points of ingress and egress must be inspected daily.

m  When tracked or spilled sediment is observed outside the construction limits, it must be
removed at least daily. More frequent removal, even continuous removal, may be required
in some jurisdictions.

m  Be careful not to sweep up any unknown substance or any object that may be potentially
hazardous.

m  Adjust brooms frequently; maximize efficiency of sweeping operations.
m  After sweeping is finished, properly dispose of sweeper wastes at an approved dumpsite.

References

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Labor Surcharge and Equipment Rental Rates, State of California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), April 1, 2002 — March 31, 2003.
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Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1

Description and Purpose

A stabilized construction access is defined by a point of
entrance/exit to a construction site that is stabilized to reduce
the tracking of mud and dirt onto public roads by construction
vehicles.

Suitable Applications
Use at construction sites:

Where dirt or mud can be tracked onto public roads.
Adjacent to water bodies.
Where poor soils are encountered.

Where dust is a problem during dry weather conditions.

Limitations

Entrances and exits require periodic top dressing with
additional stones.

This BMP should be used in conjunction with street
sweeping on adjacent public right of way.

Entrances and exits should be constructed on level ground
only.

Stabilized construction entrances are rather expensive to
construct and when a wash rack is included, a sediment trap
of some kind must also be provided to collect wash water
runoff.

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

N [ [©

WM

Legend:
4| Primary Objective
Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Sediment 4|
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

None

CALIFOENIA STORMWATER

January 2011

California Stormwater BMP Handbook

Construction
WWW.casqga.org

1of6



Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1

Implementation

General

A stabilized construction entrance is a pad of aggregate underlain with filter cloth located at any
point where traffic will be entering or leaving a construction site to or from a public right of way,
street, alley, sidewalk, or parking area. The purpose of a stabilized construction entrance is to
reduce or eliminate the tracking of sediment onto public rights of way or streets. Reducing
tracking of sediments and other pollutants onto paved roads helps prevent deposition of
sediments into local storm drains and production of airborne dust.

Where traffic will be entering or leaving the construction site, a stabilized construction entrance
should be used. NPDES permits require that appropriate measures be implemented to prevent
tracking of sediments onto paved roadways, where a significant source of sediments is derived
from mud and dirt carried out from unpaved roads and construction sites.

Stabilized construction entrances are moderately effective in removing sediment from
equipment leaving a construction site. The entrance should be built on level ground.
Advantages of the Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit is that it does remove some sediment
from equipment and serves to channel construction traffic in and out of the site at specified
locations. Efficiency is greatly increased when a washing rack is included as part of a stabilized
construction entrance/exit.

Design and Layout
m  Construct on level ground where possible.

m  Select 3 to 6 in. diameter stones.
m  Use minimum depth of stones of 12 in. or as recommended by soils engineer.

m  Construct length of 50 ft or maximum site will allow, and 10 ft minimum width or to
accommodate traffic.

m  Rumble racks constructed of steel panels with ridges and installed in the stabilized
entrance/exit will help remove additional sediment and to keep adjacent streets clean.

m  Provide ample turning radii as part of the entrance.
m Limit the points of entrance/exit to the construction site.
m Limit speed of vehicles to control dust.

m Properly grade each construction entrance/exit to prevent runoff from leaving the
construction site.

m  Route runoff from stabilized entrances/exits through a sediment trapping device before
discharge.

m Design stabilized entrance/exit to support heaviest vehicles and equipment that will use it.

January 2011 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 2 of 6
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Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1

m Select construction access stabilization (aggregate, asphaltic concrete, concrete) based on
longevity, required performance, and site conditions. Do not use asphalt concrete (AC)
grindings for stabilized construction access/roadway.

m If aggregate is selected, place crushed aggregate over geotextile fabric to at least 12 in. depth,
or place aggregate to a depth recommended by a geotechnical engineer. A crushed aggregate
greater than 3 in. but smaller than 6 in. should be used.

m Designate combination or single purpose entrances and exits to the construction site.

m  Require that all employees, subcontractors, and suppliers utilize the stabilized construction
access.

m Implement SE-7, Street Sweeping and Vacuuming, as needed.

m  All exit locations intended to be used for more than a two-week period should have stabilized
construction entrance/exit BMPs.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity—based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities. While activities associated with the BMPs are under way, inspect BMPs
in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project type and risk
level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior to forecasted
rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events.

m Inspect local roads adjacent to the site daily. Sweep or vacuum to remove visible
accumulated sediment.

m  Remove aggregate, separate and dispose of sediment if construction entrance/exit is clogged
with sediment.

m  Keep all temporary roadway ditches clear.

m  Check for damage and repair as needed.

m  Replace gravel material when surface voids are visible.

m  Remove all sediment deposited on paved roadways within 24 hours.
m  Remove gravel and filter fabric at completion of construction

Costs

Average annual cost for installation and maintenance may vary from $1,200 to $4,800 each,
averaging $2,400 per entrance. Costs will increase with addition of washing rack, and sediment
trap. With wash rack, costs range from $1,200 - $6,000 each, averaging $3,600 per entrance.

References

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.
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Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1

National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas,
USEPA Agency, 2002.

Proposed Guidance Specifying Management Measures for Sources of Nonpoint Pollution in
Coastal Waters, Work Group Working Paper, USEPA, April 1992.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.

Virginia Erosion and Sedimentation Control Handbook, Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, 1991.

Guidance Specifying Management Measures for Nonpoint Pollution in Coastal Waters, EPA
840-B-9-002, USEPA, Office of Water, Washington, DC, 1993.

Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Region, Volume II, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.
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Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1
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Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit TC-1
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Stabilized Construction Roadway TC-2
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Description and Purpose

Access roads, subdivision roads, parking areas, and other onsite
vehicle transportation routes should be stabilized immediately
after grading, and frequently maintained to prevent erosion and
control dust.

Suitable Applications
This BMP should be applied for the following conditions:

m  Temporary Construction Traffic:
- Phased construction projects and offsite road access
- Construction during wet weather
m  Construction roadways and detour roads:
- Where mud tracking is a problem during wet weather
- Where dust is a problem during dry weather
- Adjacent to water bodies
- Where poor soils are encountered

Limitations

m  The roadway must be removed or paved when construction
is complete.

m  Certain chemical stabilization methods may cause
stormwater or soil pollution and should not be used. See
WE-1, Wind Erosion Control.

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

X B [

WM

Legend:
%] Primary Objective
3] Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Sediment 4|
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

QOil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

None
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Stabilized Construction Roadway TC-2

m  Management of construction traffic is subject to air quality control measures. Contact the
local air quality management agency.

m  Materials will likely need to be removed prior to final project grading and stabilization.
m  Use of this BMP may not be applicable to very short duration projects.

Implementation

General

Areas that are graded for construction vehicle transport and parking purposes are especially
susceptible to erosion and dust. The exposed soil surface is continually disturbed, leaving no
opportunity for vegetative stabilization. Such areas also tend to collect and transport runoff
waters along their surfaces. During wet weather, they often become muddy quagmires that
generate significant quantities of sediment that may pollute nearby streams or be transported
offsite on the wheels of construction vehicles. Dirt roads can become so unstable during wet
weather that they are virtually unusable.

Efficient construction road stabilization not only reduces onsite erosion but also can
significantly speed onsite work, avoid instances of immobilized machinery and delivery vehicles,
and generally improve site efficiency and working conditions during adverse weather

Installation/Application Criteria

Permanent roads and parking areas should be paved as soon as possible after grading. As an
alternative where construction will be phased, the early application of gravel or chemical
stabilization may solve potential erosion and stability problems. Temporary gravel roadway
should be considered during the rainy season and on slopes greater than 5%.

Temporary roads should follow the contour of the natural terrain to the maximum extent
possible. Slope should not exceed 15%. Roadways should be carefully graded to drain
transversely. Provide drainage swales on each side of the roadway in the case of a crowned
section or one side in the case of a super elevated section. Simple gravel berms without a trench
can also be used.

Installed inlets should be protected to prevent sediment laden water from entering the storm
sewer system (SE-10, Storm Drain Inlet Protection). In addition, the following criteria should
be considered.

m  Road should follow topographic contours to reduce erosion of the roadway.
m  The roadway slope should not exceed 15%.

m  Chemical stabilizers or water are usually required on gravel or dirt roads to prevent dust
(WE-1, Wind Erosion Control).

m  Properly grade roadway to prevent runoff from leaving the construction site.

m  Design stabilized access to support heaviest vehicles and equipment that will use it.
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Stabilized Construction Roadway TC-2

m Stabilize roadway using aggregate, asphalt concrete, or concrete based on longevity, required
performance, and site conditions. The use of cold mix asphalt or asphalt concrete (AC)
grindings for stabilized construction roadway is not allowed.

m  Coordinate materials with those used for stabilized construction entrance/exit points.

m If aggregate is selected, place crushed aggregate over geotextile fabric to at least 12 in. depth.
A crushed aggregate greater than 3 in. but smaller than 6 in. should be used.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity—based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities. While activities associated with the BMP are under way, inspect BMPs
in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project type and risk
level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior to forecasted
rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events.

m  Keep all temporary roadway ditches clear.

m  When no longer required, remove stabilized construction roadway and re-grade and repair
slopes.

m Periodically apply additional aggregate on gravel roads.

m  Active dirt construction roads are commonly watered three or more times per day during the
dry season.

Costs

Gravel construction roads are moderately expensive, but cost is often balanced by reductions in
construction delay. No additional costs for dust control on construction roads should be
required above that needed to meet local air quality requirements.

References

Blueprint for a Clean Bay: Best Management Practices to Prevent Stormwater Pollution from
Construction Related Activities; Santa Clara Valley Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program,

1995.

Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program; Program Development and Approval Guidance,
Working Group, Working Paper; USEPA, April 1992.

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Management for Construction Activities, Developing Pollution Prevention Plans
and Best Management Practices, EPA 832-R-92005; USEPA, April 1992.

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.
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Stabilized Construction Roadway TC-2

Virginia Erosion and Sedimentation Control Handbook, Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, 1991.

Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Region, Volume II, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.
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Water Conservation Practices

NS-1

Description and Purpose

Water conservation practices are activities that use water
during the construction of a project in a manner that avoids
causing erosion and the transport of pollutants offsite. These
practices can reduce or eliminate non-stormwater discharges.

Suitable Applications

Water conservation practices are suitable for all construction
sites where water is used, including piped water, metered
water, trucked water, and water from a reservoir.

Limitations
m  None identified.

Implementation
m  Keep water equipment in good working condition.

m  Stabilize water truck filling area.
m  Repair water leaks promptly.

m  Washing of vehicles and equipment on the construction site
is discouraged.

m  Avoid using water to clean construction areas. If water
must be used for cleaning or surface preparation, surface
should be swept and vacuumed first to remove dirt. This
will minimize amount of water required.

m Direct construction water runoff to areas where it can soak

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
Non-Stormwater
NS Management Control M

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

(] ]

WM

Legend:
%] Primary Objective
3] Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Sediment 4|
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

QOil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

None
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Water Conservation Practices NS-1

into the ground or be collected and reused.

m  Authorized non-stormwater discharges to the storm drain system, channels, or receiving
waters are acceptable with the implementation of appropriate BMPs.

m  Lock water tank valves to prevent unauthorized use.

Costs

The cost is small to none compared to the benefits of conserving water.

Inspection and Maintenance

Inspect and verify that activity based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
authorized non-stormwater discharges.

Inspect BMPs in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project
type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior
to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain
events.

Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges
are occuring.

Repair water equipment as needed to prevent unintended discharges.
- Water trucks

- Water reservoirs (water buffalos)

- Irrigation systems

- Hydrant connections

References

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.
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Paving and Grinding Operations

NS-3

Description and Purpose

Prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants from paving
operations, using measures to prevent runon and runoff
pollution, properly disposing of wastes, and training employees
and subcontractors.

The General Permit incorporates Numeric Effluent Limits
(NEL) and Numeric Action Levels (NAL) for pH and turbidity
(see Section 2 of this handbook to determine your project’s risk
level and if you are subject to these requirements).

Many types of construction materials associated with paving
and grinding operations, including mortar, concrete, and
cement and their associated wastes have basic chemical
properties that can raise pH levels outside of the permitted
range. Additional care should be taken when managing these
materials to prevent them from coming into contact with
stormwater flows, which could lead to exceedances of the
General Permit requirements.

Suitable Applications

These procedures are implemented where paving, surfacing,
resurfacing, or sawcutting, may pollute stormwater runoff or
discharge to the storm drain system or watercourses.

Limitations
m  Paving opportunities may be limited during wet weather.

m  Discharges of freshly paved surfaces may raise pH to

environmentally harmful levels and trigger permit violations.

Categories

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

Non-Stormwater
NS Management Control M

Waste Management and
WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
4] Primary Category
[x] Secondary Category

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease |
Organics

Potential Alternatives

None
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Paving and Grinding Operations NS-3

Implementation
General

Avoid paving during the wet season when feasible.
Reschedule paving and grinding activities if rain is forecasted.
Train employees and sub-contractors in pollution prevention and reduction.

Store materials away from drainage courses to prevent stormwater runon (see WM-1,
Material Delivery and Storage).

Protect drainage courses, particularly in areas with a grade, by employing BMPs to divert
runoff or to trap and filter sediment.

Stockpile material removed from roadways away from drain inlets, drainage ditches, and
watercourses. These materials should be stored consistent with WM-3, Stockpile
Management.

Disposal of PCC (Portland cement concrete) and AC (asphalt concrete) waste should be in
conformance with WM-8, Concrete Waste Management.

Saw Cutting, Grinding, and Pavement Removal

Shovel or vacuum saw-cut slurry and remove from site. Cover or barricade storm drains
during saw cutting to contain slurry.

When paving involves AC, the following steps should be implemented to prevent the
discharge of grinding residue, uncompacted or loose AC, tack coats, equipment cleaners, or
unrelated paving materials:

- AC grindings, pieces, or chunks used in embankments or shoulder backing should not be
allowed to enter any storm drains or watercourses. Install inlet protection and perimeter
controls until area is stabilized (i.e. cutting, grinding or other removal activities are
complete and loose material has been properly removed and disposed of)or permanent
controls are in place. Examples of temporary perimeter controls can be found in EC-9,
Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales; SE-1, Silt Fence; SE-5, Fiber Rolls, or SE-13 Compost
Socks and Berms

- Collect and remove all broken asphalt and recycle when practical. Old or spilled asphalt
should be recycled or disposed of properly.

m Do not allow saw-cut slurry to enter storm drains or watercourses. Residue from grinding
operations should be picked up by a vacuum attachment to the grinding machine, or by
sweeping, should not be allowed to flow across the pavement, and should not be left on the
surface of the pavement. See also WM-8, Concrete Waste Management, and WM-10, Liquid
Waste Management.

m  Pavement removal activities should not be conducted in the rain.

m  Collect removed pavement material by mechanical or manual methods. This material may
be recycled for use as shoulder backing or base material.
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Paving and Grinding Operations NS-3

m If removed pavement material cannot be recycled, transport the material back to an
approved storage site.

Asphaltic Concrete Paving
m If paving involves asphaltic cement concrete, follow these steps:

- Do not allow sand or gravel placed over new asphalt to wash into storm drains, streets,
or creeks. Vacuum or sweep loose sand and gravel and properly dispose of this waste by
referring to WM-5, Solid Waste Management.

- 0ld asphalt should be disposed of properly. Collect and remove all broken asphalt from
the site and recycle whenever possible.

Portland Cement Concrete Paving

m Do not wash sweepings from exposed aggregate concrete into a storm drain system. Collect
waste materials by dry methods, such as sweeping or shoveling, and return to aggregate base
stockpile or dispose of properly. Allow aggregate rinse to settle. Then, either allow rinse
water to dry in a temporary pit as described in WM-8, Concrete Waste Management, or
pump the water to the sanitary sewer if authorized by the local wastewater authority.

Sealing Operations

m  During chip seal application and sweeping operations, petroleum or petroleum covered
aggregate should not be allowed to enter any storm drain or water courses. Apply temporary
perimeter controls until structure is stabilized (i.e. all sealing operations are complete and
cured and loose materials have been properly removed and disposed).

m Inlet protection (SE-10, Storm Drain Inlet Protection) should be used during application of
seal coat, tack coat, slurry seal, and fog seal.

m  Seal coat, tack coat, slurry seal, or fog seal should not be applied if rainfall is predicted to
occur during the application or curing period.

Paving Equipment

m Leaks and spills from paving equipment can contain toxic levels of heavy metals and oil and
grease. Place drip pans or absorbent materials under paving equipment when not in use.
Clean up spills with absorbent materials and dispose of in accordance with the applicable
regulations. See NS-10, Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance, WM-4, Spill Prevention and
Control, and WM-10, Liquid Waste Management.

m  Substances used to coat asphalt transport trucks and asphalt spreading equipment should
not contain soap and should be non-foaming and non-toxic.

m  Paving equipment parked onsite should be parked over plastic to prevent soil
contamination.

= (Clean asphalt coated equipment offsite whenever possible. When cleaning dry, hardened
asphalt from equipment, manage hardened asphalt debris as described in WM-5, Solid
Waste Management. Any cleaning onsite should follow NS-8, Vehicle and Equipment
Cleaning.
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Paving and Grinding Operations NS-3

Thermoplastic Striping

m  Thermoplastic striper and pre-heater equipment shutoff valves should be inspected to
ensure that they are working properly to prevent leaking thermoplastic from entering drain
inlets, the stormwater drainage system, or watercourses.

m  Pre-heaters should be filled carefully to prevent splashing or spilling of hot thermoplastic.
Leave six inches of space at the top of the pre-heater container when filling thermoplastic to
allow room for material to move.

m Do not pre-heat, transfer, or load thermoplastic near drain inlets or watercourses.

m  Clean truck beds daily of loose debris and melted thermoplastic. When possible, recycle
thermoplastic material.

Raised/Recessed Pavement Marker Application and Removal

m Do not transfer or load bituminous material near drain inlets, the stormwater drainage
system, or watercourses.

m  Melting tanks should be loaded with care and not filled to beyond six inches from the top to
leave room for splashing.

m  When servicing or filling melting tanks, ensure all pressure is released before removing lids
to avoid spills.

= On large-scale projects, use mechanical or manual methods to collect excess bituminous
material from the roadway after removal of markers.

Costs
m  All of the above are low cost measures.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
paving and grinding operations.

m  BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated
project type and risk level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the
conclusion of rain events.

m  Sample stormwater runoff required by the General Permit.
m  Keep ample supplies of drip pans or absorbent materials onsite.
m  Inspect and maintain machinery regularly to minimize leaks and drips.

References

Blueprint for a Clean Bay: Best Management Practices to Prevent Stormwater Pollution from
Construction Related Activities; Santa Clara Valley Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program,

1995.
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Paving and Grinding Operations NS-3

Hot Mix Asphalt-Paving Handbook AC 150/5370-14, Appendix I, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
July 1991.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), March 2003.

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, February
2005.
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Illicit Connection/Discharge

NS-6

Description and Purpose

Procedures and practices designed for construction contractors
to recognize illicit connections or illegally dumped or
discharged materials on a construction site and report
incidents.

Suitable Applications

This best management practice (BMP) applies to all
construction projects. Illicit connection/discharge and
reporting is applicable anytime an illicit connection or
discharge is discovered or illegally dumped material is found on
the construction site.

Limitations

Illicit connections and illegal discharges or dumping, for the
purposes of this BMP, refer to discharges and dumping caused
by parties other than the contractor. If pre-existing hazardous
materials or wastes are known to exist onsite, they should be
identified in the SWPPP and handled as set forth in the SWPPP.

Implementation
Planning

m  Review the SWPPP. Pre-existing areas of contamination
should be identified and documented in the SWPPP.

m Inspect site before beginning the job for evidence of illicit
connections, illegal dumping or discharges. Document any
pre-existing conditions and notify the owner.

m Inspect site regularly during project execution for evidence

Categories

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
Non-Stormwater

NS Management Control M

WM Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control
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Illicit Connection/Discharge NS-6

of illicit connections, illegal dumping or discharges.

m  Observe site perimeter for evidence for potential of illicitly discharged or illegally dumped
material, which may enter the job site.

Identification of Illicit Connections and Illegal Dumping or Discharges
m  General — unlabeled and unidentifiable material should be treated as hazardous.

m  Solids - Look for debris, or rubbish piles. Solid waste dumping often occurs on roadways
with light traffic loads or in areas not easily visible from the traveled way.

m  Liquids - signs of illegal liquid dumping or discharge can include:
- Visible signs of staining or unusual colors to the pavement or surrounding adjacent
soils
- Pungent odors coming from the drainage systems

- Discoloration or oily substances in the water or stains and residues detained within
ditches, channels or drain boxes

- Abnormal water flow during the dry weather season

Urban Areas - Evidence of illicit connections or illegal discharges is typically detected at
storm drain outfall locations or at manholes. Signs of an illicit connection or illegal
discharge can include:

- Abnormal water flow during the dry weather season

- Unusual flows in sub drain systems used for dewatering

- Pungent odors coming from the drainage systems

- Discoloration or oily substances in the water or stains and residues detained within
ditches, channels or drain boxes

- Excessive sediment deposits, particularly adjacent to or near active offsite construction
projects

Rural Areas - Illicit connections or illegal discharges involving irrigation drainage ditches
are detected by visual inspections. Signs of an illicit discharge can include:

- Abnormal water flow during the non-irrigation season
- Non-standard junction structures

- Broken concrete or other disturbances at or near junction structures

Reporting

Notify the owner of any illicit connections and illegal dumping or discharge incidents at the time
of discovery. For illicit connections or discharges to the storm drain system, notify the local
stormwater management agency. For illegal dumping, notify the local law enforcement agency.

Cleanup and Removal

The responsibility for cleanup and removal of illicit or illegal dumping or discharges will vary by
location. Contact the local stormwater management agency for further information.
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Illicit Connection/Discharge NS-6

Costs

Costs to look for and report illicit connections and illegal discharges and dumping are low. The
best way to avoid costs associated with illicit connections and illegal discharges and dumping is
to keep the project perimeters secure to prevent access to the site, to observe the site for vehicles
that should not be there, and to document any waste or hazardous materials that exist onsite
before taking possession of the site.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities. While activities associated with the BMP are under way, inspect BMPs
in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project type and risk
level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior to forecasted
rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events.

m Inspect the site regularly to check for any illegal dumping or discharge.

= Prohibit employees and subcontractors from disposing of non-job related debris or materials
at the construction site.

m  Notify the owner of any illicit connections and illegal dumping or discharge incidents at the
time of discovery.

References

Blueprint for a Clean Bay: Best Management Practices to Prevent Stormwater Pollution from
Construction Related Activities; Santa Clara Valley Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program,

1995.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Management for Construction Activities, Developing Pollution Prevention Plans
and Best Management Practices, EPA 832-R-92005; USEPA, April 1992.
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Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning NS-8

VEHICLE
— WASH
AREA

Description and Purpose

Vehicle and equipment cleaning procedures and practices
eliminate or reduce the discharge of pollutants to stormwater
from vehicle and equipment cleaning operations. Procedures
and practices include but are not limited to: using offsite
facilities; washing in designated, contained areas only;
eliminating discharges to the storm drain by infiltrating the
wash water; and training employees and subcontractors in
proper cleaning procedures.

Suitable Applications

These procedures are suitable on all construction sites where
vehicle and equipment cleaning is performed.

Limitations

Even phosphate-free, biodegradable soaps have been shown to
be toxic to fish before the soap degrades. Sending
vehicles/equipment offsite should be done in conjunction with
TC-1, Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit.

Implementation

Other options to washing equipment onsite include contracting
with either an offsite or mobile commercial washing business.
These businesses may be better equipped to handle and dispose
of the wash waters properly. Performing this work offsite can
also be economical by eliminating the need for a separate
washing operation onsite.

If washing operations are to take place onsite, then:

Categories

EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control
TC  Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control
Non-Stormwater
NS Management Control A

Waste Management and

WM Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
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Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning NS-8

m  Use phosphate-free, biodegradable soaps.
m  Educate employees and subcontractors on pollution prevention measures.

m Do not permit steam cleaning onsite. Steam cleaning can generate significant pollutant
concentrates.

m  Cleaning of vehicles and equipment with soap, solvents or steam should not occur on the
project site unless resulting wastes are fully contained and disposed of. Resulting wastes
should not be discharged or buried, and must be captured and recycled or disposed
according to the requirements of WM-10, Liquid Waste Management or WM-6, Hazardous
Waste Management, depending on the waste characteristics. Minimize use of solvents. Use
of diesel for vehicle and equipment cleaning is prohibited.

= All vehicles and equipment that regularly enter and leave the construction site must be
cleaned offsite.

m  When vehicle and equipment washing and cleaning must occur onsite, and the operation
cannot be located within a structure or building equipped with appropriate disposal
facilities, the outside cleaning area should have the following characteristics:

- Located away from storm drain inlets, drainage facilities, or watercourses

- Paved with concrete or asphalt and bermed to contain wash waters and to prevent runon
and runoff

- Configured with a sump to allow collection and disposal of wash water
- No discharge of wash waters to storm drains or watercourses
- Used only when necessary

m  When cleaning vehicles and equipment with water:

- Use as little water as possible. High-pressure sprayers may use less water than a hose
and should be considered

- Use positive shutoff valve to minimize water usage

- Facility wash racks should discharge to a sanitary sewer, recycle system or other
approved discharge system and must not discharge to the storm drainage system,
watercourses, or to groundwater

Costs

Cleaning vehicles and equipment at an offsite facility may reduce overall costs for vehicle and
equipment cleaning by eliminating the need to provide similar services onsite. When onsite
cleaning is needed, the cost to establish appropriate facilities is relatively low on larger, long-
duration projects, and moderate to high on small, short-duration projects.
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Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning NS-8

Inspection and Maintenance

Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of
associated activities. While activities associated with the BMP are under way, inspect BMPs
in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project type and risk
level. It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior to forecasted
rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events.

Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges
occur.

Inspection and maintenance is minimal, although some berm repair may be necessary.

Monitor employees and subcontractors throughout the duration of the construction project
to ensure appropriate practices are being implemented.

Inspect sump regularly and remove liquids and sediment as needed.

Prohibit employees and subcontractors from washing personal vehicles and equipment on
the construction site.
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